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‘Te post of Inspector General of Foreign Mari- 
time Customs in China would seem to carry with 
it almost the necessity of political intrigue. 
Founded merely for the purpose of collecting in 
an-equitable manner the revenues accruing to 
the Chinese Government from foreign trade, 
which previously under their own officials had 
been made the meuns of glaring inequalities 
between the rates paid by individuals, and of 
peculation on an enormous scale on the part of 
the officer appointed to recaive them, it seems to 
have become natural to the holder of the ollice 
to take advantage of his position to interfere in 
the polities of the empire; and stranger still, in 
- the atmosphere which surrounds diplomacy. in 
Peking this interference has not only not been 
reseuted by the Foreign Ministers, bnt the at- 
tempt has in some cases been made to apply 
the illicit influence to aid their own purposes. So 
long as a word from Sir Frederick Bruce was 
able to procure the dismissal of an Inspector 
General, or to cousign to his natural insignifi- 
cance tlie holder of- the office ; so long in fuct as 
the so-called co-operative system wis in actual 
working order, the gushings of the Inspector Ge- 
neral were of little moment ; but when the feeble 
bands which held together that policy were re- 
luxed by the retirement of its originator the 
present incumbent of the oflice ingeniously took 
advantage of the circumstance to enter into se- 
purato negotiations with the Ministers of the 
various nations. The patronage which as head 
of a large department he held in his hands, and 
in which he was practically uncontrolled, served 
as a ready pretext for these intrigues, which for 
a time, only uoticed by their effects on the pro- 
motion of Customs officials, were treated with 
indifference by the main body of residents in 
China. When, however, Mr. Hart made the 
bold attempt to attach to his own service no 
less a person than the United. States Minister 
himself, it became evident to most thinking 
men that the happy state of union which had 
hitherto characterised western ministers at the 
capital could not long hold together, and 
though the semblance of co-operativity was 
still preserved, signs were not wanting that 
the fatal gift of discord had been flung 
into the happy circle. Mr. Hart, in fact, 
was for the time master of the sitnation, and 
quickly took such advantage of it as lay within 
the bounds of his genius. We all of us know 
his remarkable schemes with regard to his ma- 
rine department, his marine commissioner and 
district inspectors, his harbour aud lighthouse de- 
partments, etc.; at the head of all which, in plain 
contravention of the treaties, was to be Mr. Hart 
himself. His plans for obtaining a navy, and 
forarming revenue cruisers bearing the commis- 
sion of Mr. Robert Hart, and flying his pennant 
And flug became likewise about thistime apparent. 
Few, however, care to trace back his history to 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. 





@ previous epoch, when the eccentricity of his 
genius led him to keep his old chief Mr. Lay, 
then in England, as well posted in the desires 
and feelings of the Chinese Government as Mr. 
Burlingame proves to be the present moment. 
In fact, although Mr, Hart had at the time 
failed in his design to obtain an armed navy for 
China, officered and manned by Europeans, and 
which he well knew would soon fall under the 
direction of whatever European happened to be 
placed in most intimate contact with the Tsung- 
le Yamén, he gained so far the advantage over 
his old superior as to obtain the dismissal of the 
latter without at the time compromising himself. 
Lt was unfortunate that Mr, Lay had during 
the earlier portions of his tenure of office made 
himself personally unpopular with :any of the 
more infinential merchants. The reason, how- 
ever, of this was not far to seek, and to a certain 
extent could scarcely have been avoided. Mr. 
Lay's service was new; the members of it, re- 
cruited from what chance sources offered them- 
selves at the time, were in many cases of an 
inferior class; while, with the natural pride of 
humanity, when clothed with however little and 
however brief authority, they took care to re. 
taliate on the mercantile class the general coul- 
-ness with which as individuuls they were treated, 
Undesigned infractions of bran new rules, often 
made without a sufficient knowledge of the 
course of trade, were by these agents transforin- 
ed into crimes against the revenue, and well 
manipulated reports were sent up for the edi- 
fication of the then Inspector General, Lt was 
Unfortunate in some degree that Mr. Lay fell 
into the snare so readily Inid for him, though 
perhaps well in the end as affording a favour- 
able opportunity to those whose characters had 
been maligned of showing the general mer- 
cuntile probity of the community. When, how- 
ever, Mr. Lay went to England, and when there 
entered into negotiations with the British 
Government for the equipment of the fleet after- 
wards known as the Lay-Osborn flotilla, the 
feeling of personal animosity which had former- 
ly centered in himself was turned against the 
new project. It was quite true that Mr. Lay 
had been all Wong supplied by Mr. Hart, acting 
as his locum tenens, with information of the 
wishes aud intentions of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, as interproted by this latter goatleman, and 
believing hiinself to be properly authorised he 
had entered into engagements with the British 
Government and had propounded a system of 
management which attracted the service of so 
able an ollicer as the late Captain Sherard Osborn. 
Arriving in China to put this design in execu- 
tion he found that the general voice of the fore- 
ign community, hurt by what they considered 
his rninous aspersions on their character, stood 
aloof ; while on arriving at Peking he found the 
Chinese in amazement at pretensions they seem 
never to have had any idea of rnising. That 
Mr. Lay was all through sincere in his beliet 
that the sanction of the Chinese Governmenf 
had been obtained in the first instance to his 
proposals as to the management of the fleet, his 
public speeches are the best possible proof. As 
in China at the present day we foel surprise at 
the hallucinations of Mr. Burlingame's fervid 
fancy, so then we wondered, mutely it may have 
been, but none the Jess wondered, that Mr. Lay 
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should sa far have committed himcelf as he did 
in his celebrated visit to the Royal Geographical 
Society. Recent events, however, have thrown 
a light on subjects even so far distant, and at 
all events lend the semblance of truth to the 
idea that the same influences which persuaded 
Mr. Burlingame that in going on his Quixotic 
expedition to the west he did so as the real 
Ambassador and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the Chinese Government were effectual in 
raising a similar impression in Mr. Lay's min 
It is certain at all events that Mr. Lay 
making his arrangements with the British 
Government had heen given to understand 
that he did so with full powers. The sequel 
isknown to ull. We need not tell of his recep- 
tion at Peking, of the dismissal of the fleet when 
Captain Oshorn refused to serve under the pro- 
posed regulations of. that Court ; and last, 
though not least, of how Mr. Hart, who had 
carefully avoided compromising himself with 
any one but his lute superior, stepped into his 
place. Mr. Lay had gone, but the victory 
was dearly won, for with Mr. Lay also de- 
parted the flect; and Mr. Hart, relapsing to 
the standard of the modest young man in- 
troduced by Sir Frederick Bruce, had to content 
himself for x time with his routine duties as 
head of the Customs department. The two 
darling objects of having « fleet to fly his colours 

ing an ambassador in Europe xeem 
only to have slumbered, and when at last he 
induced so distinguished a dupe as the United 
States Minister to accept his appointment to 
western powers, his victory a second time 
scemed decisive. 

The sequel we have already related, and it 
only remainy for us to consider what has been 
the effect of Mr. Hart's rule on foreign inter.sts. 
Jt may be flattering his self suificieney too much 
to attribute to his influence the present back~ 
ward state of our relations, but there is no doubt 
that this has been its secondary effect. His suc- 
cessful attempt at destroying the union hither- 
to existing between the foreign Ministers’ at 
Peking there is no doubt gave the reactionary 

ry n breathing apace, while the conspicuous 
lity with which Mr. Burlingame’s mock 
inission was received revived anew the spirits of 
a Government which has always claimed for it- 
self, when permitted, the first pluce among king- 
doms. A Chinese statesman would not have 
wen a worthy member of his craft had he failed 
to take advantage of the ludicrous position-in 
which the ignorance of foreizn powers had all- 
owed them to place themselves, But even pre- 
viously to this the unwise deference dis- 
played by the foreign ministers towards one 
whose existence depended on a word fiom the 
‘Vsung-li Yamén had considerably lowered their 
position, When the representatives of great na- 
tions went to a employé of that Yamén to state 
their grievances and to seek to introduce t] 
his influence the benefits of western civilization, 
it was little to be wondered at that the Chinese 
Government saw thut the golden hour was come. 
We have little doubt that Mr. Hart was as 
sincere as his naturo would permit him in en- 
deavouring to introduce western appliances, but 
nt the same time we can understand why his in- 
troduction of them would meet with but little 
favourfroma feeble party such as existsat Peking. 
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“Mr. Hart is at present our humble slave,” 
would be the thought uppermost in their minds, 
“shall we take and make him our master? As 
for these ministers they are content to stand on 
the sume level, so we have only to treat them ng 
we would him.” That such has been the result 
of Mr. Hart's aspirations no one with a know- 
ledge of the polities of the capital cau doubt, and 
it only remains in the interests of British trade 
and British influence to ask how much longer 
such a state of things is to continue. There is 
little doubt that to the difficulty of finding a 
successor much of the forbearance displayed to- 
wards Mr. Hart has been due, but the presence 
of Mr. Lay removes the difficulty. Mr. Lay 
has, we believe, been tanght alesson by exper- 
jence, and in any case his faults were rather in 
lending too ready an ear to the statements of 
his subordinates when at a distance than in any 
want of judgment when on the spot. ‘To him 
was assigned the task of forming out of chaos 
Customs service, and all unite in the opinion that 
he performed his allotted task with judgment 
and ability. At all events the service was not 
scandalizd by the exhibitions of favouritism . 
which have disgraced the management of his 
successor. The first object of a regular service, 
the formation of a fund for superannuation al- 
lowances to those whose lives had been devoted 
to its duties, had varly received his attention, 
and the commencement of a magnificent fund 
had already been prepared. Rumour, ever un- 
kind to Mr. Hart, hints that this. hus gone to 
support the mission to Europe. However this 
may’be, the reinstatement of Mr. Lay would 
hurt the feelings of no one but Mr. Hart, and 
the latter has often proved himself so oblivi- 
ous of those of others that in this respect he may 
be considered as out of court. Mr. Lay's 
conduct both towards his own Government when 
in their service, and afterwards to the Chinese 
when engaged in the creation of the foreign Cus- 
toms, as well as the part which against ull hope 
he took in first attempting to refute in England 
the fallacies of the Burlingame Mission, is such 
as inust at all events entitle him ‘to a meed of 
praise, and mark him out as the fittest man for a 
post which in the interest of a'l we hope short- 
ly tosee conferred on a worthy occupant. 








—— 


Wuesever the time for a. partition or pro- 
tectorate may arrive in China the problem of 
government Will be one soluble without any 

sk of disaster consequent upon 
mistake. The Chinese are a long suffering race. 
Ages of misgovernment have rendered them do- 
cile to a degree that could hardly be realised in 
Europe. The causes that anywhere else would 
have made a people savagely turbulent have in 
China had merely the effect of breaking the na- 
tional spirit and of modifying the national edu- 
cation. Fer to bear oppression and wrong with 
equaminity, to prove quiet and orderly citizens 
in spite of oppressive exactions and arbitrary 
exercises of power are the cardinal points in tho 
Chinese moral code. But it is to be remarked 
that while this breaking of the spirit of a whole 
nation certainly renders the chance of trouble 
from within very remote, it likewise destroys 
every vestige of patriotism, and reduces 
people to mere residents, instead of intensify’ 
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of intimate connection with the ‘the m 
who is so broken spirited that he will not fizht 
for his own hearth and home, who so loug as he 
ean obtain a daily modicum of rice cannot. be 
excited to rebellion by any acts of tyranny, no 
matter whether directed against his life, his 
family or his property, will not take up arms 
in behalf of his government or feel any interest 
whatsoever in its welfare. Hence, as we learn- 
ed during owr eiampaigns in China, an invading 
army if prepared to pay for supplies will never 
feel the want of them so long as food and fuel 
are to be found in its neighbourhood. Labour 
also is always forthecot 
ready to transport foreisn guas asd stores as to 
do any work for tl 

also, as Mr. Cunni 
out, an army of native Chinese will follow any 
foreign conqueror through the length and breadth 
of China so long as the military chest continues 
unexhausted. War aud peace do not touch the 
national life, they are merely accidental and 
transitory phenomena. We can always calcu- 
late on the temper of the Chinese people. What 
it was under a given conjunction of circum. 
stances ages ago it would be to-morrow under a 
similar collocation of circumstances. We need 
leave no margin for the disturbances of passion 
or custom in the meanwhile. Therefure takin 
into consideration all the lestons of history and 
of our own experience we assert that 
at any moment the jpeioatuanes of Europe 
over Asia, first decisively established hy Augus- 
tusat Actium, might be made to revolutionise 
the political of Chi And that it will 
eventually do so the y progress of eveuts leave 
no shadow of doubt. But it will ever be neces- 
sary to remember that the chief clement in the 
success which will mark any decisive step i 
this direction will lie in the fact that a ques 
between the old form of 
























































people will have to be educated up to the point 
at which they will appreciate the change. Ob- 
viously this education can only be attempted 
after the change has taken phe», and thus for 
at least a generation the protectors or new rulers 
of China will have to contend with the same 
obstructive apathy which is the safeguard of the 
present government. Yet it cannot be doubted 
that if two or three foreign commissioners were 
sent into each province with power first to collect 
therevenucard prevent its present misappropria- 
tion, and secondly to apply that revenue to the 
developement. of the mineral and agricultural 
resources, to the improvement of means of com- 
uimnication and the enhancement of the value 
of the staple productions, no opposition would 
be experienced from the people at large. For 
some time there would be a conservative class, 
some of the members of which should be sum- 
marily dealt with, while others would learn 
that under the new régime the fairest’ field 
would be open to the most marked intelligence. 
For all charges should as far as possible be con- 
structive, not desturctive If the Chinese theory 
of government by a class raised from the people 
themselves, throngh merit alone were rigidly 
carried into practice it might with a due rexard 
tg progress he made the very best form of go- 
vernment for the ‘empire. Bui the reckless 
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all good governments do, the popular sense | extravagance of the capital, balanced by the 


reckless exactions in the provinces, dern the 
power of wealth parsmount, and humble 
uative sees that the chance of his descendents 
eccupying magisterial chairs by sheer force of 
literary ability is year by year lecoming fainter 
und fainter, Still were the tests made practical 
and the principle of official appointments being 
the fruit of success in competitive examination 

rigorously carried out, there would be no need 
for the compulsory education of the masses. 

They would educate themselves and adopt the 
very branches of education which we should 
desire to enforce with a view to developing the 
people and through them the country. 




















Tuere are many highly valuable books on 
China and Chinese subjects which have by lapse 
of time either gone out of print or been forgot- 
ten. Yet amongst them are to be found the 
most precious and original coutributions to our 
knowledge of the subjects whrreof they treat, 
contributions made before the paramount desire 
to write a book invariably over-rode the anxiety 
to write anything vahiable. The Chinese Ae- 
pository is a perfect mine of Chinese lore, aud 
it is truly wonderful to explore the treasures 
accumulated therein, and to reflect how little 
has been added. by subsequent investigators. 
But the most valuable papers in the Chinese 
Hepusitory have been condensed by the author 
of the sWiddle Kingdom, whose work, though dry 
and tasteless to a degree, is in fuct the only one 
to which an inquirer upon any subject connect- 
ed with China may be referved with the con- 
tident hope of learning something reliable about 
it. For this reason, though a carefully edited 
reproduction of the Chinese Repository would 
douhtless be very useful, we are in no pressing 
want of it so long ws we cun tefer to the Middle 
Kingdom. , But auong the books that we do 
want and ‘cannot get, the Desultory Notes of 
that singul: ifted through erratic genius, 
Thoma aylur Meadows, takes the foremost 
place. Many of our readers have never heard 
of them, few have ever seen them, and perhaps 
not a dozen possess a copy. Published in 1847, 
they have long Leon unattainable, and we now 
draw attention to a few of them, chiefly to stimu- 
late public curiosity and to suggest the advisa- 
bility of securing if possible « reprint. ‘Those 
who we familiar with Mr. Meadows’ style of 
composition will not be surprised to learn that 
the book opens with an autobiographical sketch, 

g by which we are Jed into a discussion 
‘the false notions extant ia England re- 
ding China. It is a somewhat melancholy 
consideration that twenty two years have since 
glided by during which our increased intercourse 
with the nation has only Jed us into more ex- 
tended and serious misconceptions than those 
trivial ones noticed by our author. Next comes a 
dissertation upon the “business style” of tho 
Chinese lu: , the upshot of which is that 
the officer or merchant, 2 fortiori the missiouary, 
is advised to eschew the “ Four Books” 18 an 
introduction to the written language. is first 
business should be to read sume work in the 
familiar style, such as a play or novel, then pro- 
-ceed to the Peking Gazettes, official corres- 
pondence, and such like, and finally, if he desire, 
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o asa missionary doubtless would, to make him. 
self acquainted with the native ethical system, 
he may fall back on the ancient classics. Note 
3 treats of dictionaries, and in it we find the 
discouraging but perfectly unassailable state- 
ment made that we shall never “have a good 
Chinese-English, much less an English-Chinese 
dictionary until we have before us the contribu- 
tions of a great many sinologues who have 
laboured independently.” Two examples of 
phrases in common use yet unnoticed by Mor- 
rison, are given as grounds for the assertion 
that up to the time of writing no work at all 
comparable with a dictionary of a European 
tongue had heen framed for Chinese. And 
indeed even now few advances have be-n made 
in that direction, the compilation of phrase 
books, vocabularies, gramwars, &c: having ab- 
sorbed the attention of éducational writers. 
Notes 4, 5 and 6 treat of the Peking dialect, its 
orthography and intonation, and it is well to re- 
mark that our author lays as much stress upon 
the acquirement of the correct Shény, a8 does 
Mr. Edkins or Mr. Wade. Note 7 merely ac- 
companies a sketch map of Kwangtung; but 
note 8 is the gem of the whole collection. It 
expounds the ill understood subjects of the rank, 
daties and slaries of the mundrins, and is illus- 

Ly plates shewing the various styles of 

official costume, After, no doubt, much con- 

sideration, Mr. Meadows assumes “ the highest 
imandarins to get about ten times, the lowest 
about fifty times the amount of their legal in- 
comes." Next we have an interesting note on 
the plan of the “yamén,” which it seems is 
virtually prescribed by the Imperial regulations 
regarding forms and observances. Hach yamén 
consists of four divisions, whereof the outermost, 
contains the gaol and police station ; the second 
the judgment hall, treasury and record offices ; 
the third includes private offices reception rooms 
and dining halls, and the fourth is the private 
residence of the mandarin. Besides the official 
himself the yamén affords shelter to the Shi yeh 
or lawyers and judicial advisers, who maintain 
themselves chiefly by squerzes levied on appli- 
cants for “justice ;" the Yeh mén or bribe- 
agents, who are not paid at all, and therefore 
depend altogether upon exactions; the She pan 
or official clerks, whose income arises solely from 
“fees” and the Chai yii or tag-rag-and-bobtail 
who make so imposing an appearance in the 
retinues of the native magistrates, and who 
hold themselves in readiness to commit any 
enormity for which tliey will he paid. Their 
nominal duties are confined to thief-taking and 
general police. : 
But want of space compels us to leave the 

Desultory Notes, trusting that we have written 

enough to excite interest in those that we have 

noticed us well as in the others which treat of 
the naturo of the Chinese government and people, 
and the character of the officials. 
































CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGES AT 
TREATY PORTS. 
Sth October, 1869. 
To the Hilitor S.C. & C. GazertK. 

‘Sun,—[ beg that you ywill allow mo to address you 
again in reply to Mr. Medhurat's letter relating to Mar- 
riagea in China, published in your Inst iasue. 

‘How iny letter of 27th ulto., which its enclosure, “is 

calculated, if read independently, to mislead your rea 








ders and the public generally”. [am at 2 loss to con- 
and I regret that Mr. Medhurst. did not give 
reasons for this opinion. : 
My letter was written more particularly in the in- 
terests of those British subjects who bad been married 
only by Ministers of the Church of England in chapels 
or private houses, and no attempt was made to caat 
doubts as to the validity of Marriages performed at 
Consulates in the presence of or by Consular ofcers, 
though doubts regarding the validity of euch: Mar- 
Fiages have existed, and only astyear am Act (31 & 32 
Vic. Cap.61) was passed for removing such doubts, 

{ will however state that Mr. Medhurst’s letter, 
with its encloure, ifread independently, might mi 
lead some of your readers, for the reason that | Mr. 
Medburst has not drawn ’attention to the words “ander 
this Act,” which worde or their equivalent occur 80 
frequently in Lord Clareudou’s circular; this omission 
is the more surprising as in some copies of Lord Cla- 
rendon’s circular, the words “under this Act,” ate 
underlined more than once. 

Tt would appear that these important words havo 
been unnoticed by some readers of the circular, and:it 
is probable that this neglect caused the opinion to be 
arrived at, that Marriages performed in China, other 
than according to the. “Consular Act,” are invali 
thus misinterpreting it as permissive. : 

1 therefore fail to sce the bearing of Mr. Medhuret’s 
letter and its enclosure on the subject, at issue, ‘which 
is simply Js a Marriage valid whi performed by 
a Minister of the Church of England, at chapel or pri- 
vate house in a British Settlement.ia China, or is it 
necessary that to validate marriage in China, they 
saust be performed at a Consulate in tho presence of or 
by a Consular officer ? 

















Tam, Sir, 
Yours faithfully 
A CHURCHMAN, 








H, B. M.’s SUPREME COURT. 

pis 9th October, 1869. 
Before G. JAMIESON, Eng 
Le Covreur ». H. Evans & Co. 

Claim for Tis. 90.80, for Freight on water Tanks. 

Defendant admitted bis liability for Tis. 83.50, 
which sum he had pald into Court, but he had 
a counter claim of $10 for damage done to two of the 
Tanks. 

H. Evans, sworn, stated :—Septr. 5th I sent my 
young man on board the Gladiaetur, to take delivery 
of eight water tanks. Fle sent word that two of them 
were damaged so L went on board and found one of the 
tanks with two holes in it, the other with one,-for 
which L claimed $10. The captain offered ne $6.00, 
which I refused; but as the tanks were in a boat 
alongside the ship I took them away. Before doing 
sof sent Captain Towes on board to look at 
them, but he never sent me word of the result 
of his examination. I saw him two days ago, and 
asked him why he had not sent moa certificate, He 
said the matter was.s0 trifling he thought it had been 
settled. The tanks are perfectly useless for the pur- 

they were intended for; I will have to send home 
for others. The tanks were filled with malt, which 
owing to being exposed to air will have deteriorated. 
Ido not claim a larger sum because -810 was my first 
demand. * a 

J. Lo Conteur, sworn, stated :—I am master-of 
the Gladiaetur. On the 6th Soptember, the defendant 
sent his young man with a delivery order for 8 tanks, 
which after being hoisted out of the hold two. were 
found to be damaged, one having a rip in it of 6 or. 7 
inches. Mr. Iivans was sent for, aud when’ he came 
he wanted $10 for the damaged one. I offered him $6, 
which he refused..1 then offered to take the tanks off 
his hands or have them repaired and pay. all costs, this 
he also refused to do. Le afterwards sent Captain 
Lewes on board,. who cxnnined Cg rertary healt that 
$6 was ample for repairing them. (Hands in certificate 
from Capt. pees teltbat effect.) Defendant afterwards 
took away the tanks and I heard nothing more of the 
matter untilthe debit note for the freight was sent 
in, when defendant refused to pay. : 

"By the Court.—I know that $6 would be sufficient 
for the repairs, having had some experience in .that 
line. Ihave a tank on board abi had-a mu 
larger hole in it than either of the. two in questiea 
repaired for 7/6. wie : 
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~Kolly, sworn, stated:—I am in the employ of { afterwanis he refused to give Tia. 50 for the pony. 


mau, King & Uo. ‘The debit note for the freight 
he Tanks was sent to Mr, Evans, and he refused 
sy it. Afterwards a dobit note and letter was 
to him asking him to pay the freight on the six 
that had been delivered in good order; this he 
refused to pay. Defendant, afterwards sent his 
x, asking to have the debit note went in again for 
six tanke, I said that the defendant must write to 
effect, or send the money, as we could not keep 
shroff running about all day. 
y the Defendant :—I do not remember telling your 
ig man that $10 was a reasonable dewand for the 
age done to the tanks. 
ae Court held that $6 must be considered as the 
ant of ; plaintiff states $6 is ample for the 
ira to the tanks, and thi is borne out by a cer- 
ate handed in by him from Captain Lewes, who 
is of opinion that that amount is sufficient. ‘The 
ndant should have produced the testimony of some 
neer or practical man, who could have given the 
Court an opinion on the subject This he failed 
lo, . relying upon his own statement, which was 
ily’ descriptive, and could not therefore carry 
b weight with it, He must therefore give judlg- 
t for the pl with costs, less $6 damae to 
s 























HR. B. M. SOMMARY COURT. 
October 12th, 1869. 
Before G. Jamtrsox, Esq. 
Epprook & Co. v. R. Hl. Gore Boorn. 
ain for $98.83, for Livery, Carriage hire and Shoe- 

Defendant said he admitted owing something 
did not know if the bill was correct. 

Edbrook, sworn, stated:—The amount claimed is 
Livery, Shoeing and Casriage hire; the bill has 
i repeatedly sent to the defendant, who has kept 
ing it off day after day. (Items handed into Court 
anting to $98.83.) 

H. Gore Booth; sworn, stated:—The smount of 
fefendants’ claim is correct. I have never refused 
ay his bill, but against it L havea counterclaim, 1 
indebted to Mr. Lowe a short time ago in the sum 
250 and Mr. Lowe wanted me to let him have a 
tof mine which was at the plaintiffs’ stables on 
Y; and for which he agreed to cancel the debt. It 

jowever afterwards agreed that I should hand the 
rover to Mr, Lowe and after a month’s training a 
a sbould be put upon it. I then sent an order to Mr. 
rook to deliver tlie pony but the order was return- 

L afterwards eaw Mr. Edbrook in the street and 
ald me he would not deliver up the pony until I 
the bill, thus spoiling the sale of tho pony, f 
hI cannot now yet Tis. 50. The plainti 
‘4 possession of the pony. L consider L have lost 
t Tis. 135 by this means. 

1 Plaintiff :—My debt to Mr. Lowe was oue of 
s standing, I had informed Mr. Lowe I was iu dif- 























vies. 
ijourned for the evidence of Mr. Lowe. 
October, 18 
Before G. Jamiesox, Esq. 
Epsroox & Co., v. R. H. Gor Boor. 
ain case was adjourned from Tuesday for the 
once of Mr. E, G, Lowe, who stated that he ffer- 
> take a white pony from the defendant for a debt 
250, but it was arranged that he should train the 
for a month, and tho price of it should then be 
2ged, defendant being of opinion that after the 
i2's training it would be worth more than $250. 
Sterwards came to him and said he could uot let 
have the pony because Mr. Edbrook would not 
rerit. He did not know the exact value of the 
+ Last meeting it wae considered a very promis. 
ne. He had not seen the pony since. 
the Plaintig.—You wrote me a chit offering me 
vony for Tls. 50, but as I had settled up with Mr. 
Booth otherwise I refused. You said you wer 
g him at Mr. Booth’s request. L never sent for the 
myself. I cannot say the market value of ponies 
tered since... The entries have closed, that may 
‘some-difference. There hardly is any market 
+ for ponies. 
3: Worship aaid he could not allow this claim for 
ges. He could not consider the transaction that 
place between defendant and Mr. Lowe asa 
ne wale for $250. That Mr. Lowe did not cousi- 















And unless a loss of Tis. 125 is proved nothing “is 
at all. Judgment for Piaintilf with costa, 
October 14th, 1869. 
Before G. Jasttesox Esq. 
A .B, Bosxry. 

Plaintiff in this case sues to recover $89.91, balance 
of account for which he holds defendant’s compradore 
order, $60.91 of which is for money expended, 825 for 
wages and $4 Lalauce of an old account, The claita 
for wages was thrown out, the plaintiff in his evi- 
dence acknowledging that he was absent at Ningpy, 
for the mouth he claimed. ‘The claim for $4 was aub- 
stahtiated, the defendant having signed his book, 
thereby acknowledging it to be correct. Defenlant 
admitted the $60.91 but against which be had a set off, 
namely that the plaintiff had been charging him most 
exhorhitant prices for paper which he had been in the 
habit of buying, and which was the principal item in 
his claim, and it was proved by the evidence of one of 
his pressmen that the paper had been t by hima 
at one of the same shops for $3.20, while tl ee aoe 
had been charging $3.90. Defendant admitted having 
given the compradore order, but said it was done in 

ood faith, thinking that the plaintiff could have ren- 
Sered him accounts to that amount, which he had failed 
to do. 
even. : 

Judgment for the plaintiff for $64.91, less $8.56 over- 
charge on paper. Without costs, 


——— 


A. B. Ms POLICE COURT. 

2 October 8th, 1869. 

Before G. Jauizsox, Esq. ; 
J. Walker and Dent, were charged, the former with 
being drunk and assaulting the police and the latter 
with attempting to rescue Walker while in custody. 
The constable who had been assaulted stated that 
while walking along he heard another constable calling 
him by name, and when he went to him he saw the 
wisoner Walker stru; og bg aconstable and strike 
i i ‘ho jite him on the leg. The pri- 
r Dent tried bis best to rescue Walker and also 
incited him. They were both ordered to be imprisoned 
until their ship leaves, time not to exceed 1 month, 
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He had not applied for payment of the ainount 














MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF SHANGHAI. 
Couxctt Roost. 
Snaxonat 7th October, 1869. 
Present. 
« B. Cossixenax, Eaq., Chairman, in the chair, 
“ H. Horrtus, Esq. 
F.C. Avaats, Esq. 
Atex. J. Jonystos, Secretary. 
-The summons calling the meeting was read. 
‘The minutes of the last meeting were contirmed and 





signed. ; 
‘The following Report from the Watch Committee 
was read and adopted. 

Rerort or tHE Warcn CoustTTEE, 


Your Committe 
of there proccod.uge tor the quitter ended 30th Ultimo, 

Brait.de, Your Committee have brought these establish- 
mentsunder more stringent supervision. ‘The inmates are 
Euing medically inspected. A"" Home” has been establish. 
24 far the reception of sick femalos. : 

‘Buildings appearing to he dungerons.—Immediate report 
of-these will te made to the Engineer by the Police, in or- 
Ges tint no time may be lost in taking every precaution for 
the public safety. ‘ 

‘Chinese Livery Slables.—These establishments are now 
being licensed. ; 

ire Department.— Your Committee beg to hand you a 
ree Utes thence elected an mwanbers of No, 3 Exgioe 
Company, which they recommend for your approval and 
confirmation with but two exceptions. 

"Hard Labour.—'The ameniled rules have heen accepted 
by your Committee, who now only await tho sentencing of 
caidtinals to hart labour punishment by the Mixed Court 
to put the rules into operation. 

Tnflumiaable material.—Your Coramittee are still in cor- 
respondence with the Consular Body on the sul 
storing inflammable materials within municipal 
‘The various Consuls individually have also been addressed 
asking thern to agree upon a set of rules that will be bin- 














sois pretty evident from the fact that a few days ; ding upon their respective nationals, ax to the storing of 
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ignitable materials within certain defined limits. Your 
Committee have to acknowledge the courtesy and as- 
sistance they have experieneid at the hands of Mr. Ko- 
wh, officinting Commisioner of Customs in this matter. 

Licensrs,—jor Forcign Hotels, Taverns &e—For Hong- 
que there are 12 licenses out while there are 6 for this side 





cannot reeuinmend your granting, 
Natire Shop-keepers—Retailing Forciza Wines, Spirits 
Ke. hold 23 hcenses, 9 for this side and 14 for Hong-que. 

Markets and Slaughter Housrs.—The Ins} reports 
“* that during the past month the markets have heen well 
+ supplied with all the usual articlet of consumption ex- 
* cept vegetables, which have been very scarce and of poor 
“* quality, owing doubtless to the unfavorable season. The 
« Butchers’ shops have generally been furnished with fair, 
“ passable meat, some of them always being supplied with 

+ meat of very prime quality.” 
“The cattle sheds are full, 
with fing healthy Leasts in prime condition, save in ove 
* or two sheis where poor, poverty stricken cattle are the 
“rule, hut in no instance have I seen disease, except in 
** one cxse of a cutaneous disorder, in which the bullock 
“had just come with some others from the country; the 
ast was at once removed from the shed and destroyed.” 
me Was hot permitted to be sold in the markets before 
st instant. 

mur 

clude an 
Ke J 
Nuisance Department. —The Inspector of Nuisances re~ 
ports “tint the Kowls, Alleys, &c. of both Settlements 
* have bean cleaned daily.” 

Barbers’ Shups and Dye Houses—are becoming so great 2 
sonree of xnnoyance and nuisance that your Committee in- 
tend fru ‘such regulations as will prevent the first 
froin throwing water into the streets, and the second from 
discharging offensive dye liquid on ‘the public thorough- 

fares, 

inenfectants, dce.—Your Committee have purchased a 
small supply of Carbolic, and which is being used in small 
quantitien with the view of fully testing. the efficiency be- 
fore taking it into use generally. 

Earthen Clouts and Urinals—Mnle's Patent.—A few of 
those have L sen ordered from England. They will be test- 
ed thoroughly and reported upon. 

Pump, de, for silting Water Carts.—Your Committee 
request authority ‘to order a reply of rotary or other 
mers from England, suitable for filling watering carts. 

‘he Caloric Engine it was intended to purchase not being 
found quite suited for this purporo. 

Report nyon the Sanitary condition of Shanghai—Your 
mmittee have the pleasure to hand you a very able 
J exhaustive report upon the Sanitary condition of the 
Kmalish amt Hong Que Settlements, drawn up for the 
Council At. Alex. Jamieson. 

‘he length of the report precludes your Committee from 
ig more here than acknowledging ite receipt. They 
end that it form part of the prevent Municipal 


some indeed overcrowded 











































































Jr, Jamieson’s Report will be i of great utility 
when devising measures for the Sanitary affairs of the 
Settlements for the ensuring Municipal year. “Your Com- 

take this opportunity of tendering on behalf of the 
community their best thanks to Dr. Sesnionon for the 
valuable report he has given to them, Note, Dr. Jamic- 
xon's report can be xeen upon application at the Council 
Room after the 15th inst, between 10 and 1 p.m., daily. 

Certain foreigners— owners of Chinese Houxe properties 
have enquired if your Committee would undertake the 
removal of the night soil from their houses and pay them 
what they at present receive—if not more. Your Com- 
anittee cannot recommend this application to be acceded 
to, it is feared it would cause aunoyance and trouble, if 
not entail actual Joss to the Council. Besides such an 
arrangement could only be in fore: for a few months, as 
Yast experience proves that the present system does not 
work well. 

Police Force.—The foree in in good working order, it is 
below the authorized strongth. 

‘our Comtittee have had an interview with Mr. Pen- 
in regani to Police matters. ife has made certain 
rextions which your Committee have now under consi- 
ition. 

Olatructions inpublic thoroughfares.—The amended rules 
are found to work admirably. 

Stable accommodation,—Additional and suitable stable 
Secouimiosatiee has now been procured fur all the Council's 
animals, 
shoeing Horses dee.—By arrangement recently effected 
the Councils animals will be shod upon their own premises 
~-a saving will thus be effected to the Municipality of 
time and money, and the work done under competent su- 
pervision. 

Wherlbarrows,—Your Committee have given instruc- 
tions for the Police to apprehend all barrows found creak- 
ign in the foreign portions of the settlements. |X 
course but this is Lit ypen tu carry out your instructions, 












































ax the barrow men would not hola the frequent warnings 
that they must not run creaking machines. : 

Among others subjects your Committee sre in_corres- 
pondence with the Consular Body and Chinese authorition 
upon, may be mentioned the recently framed rules for 
the better controlling of Brothels, firing otf Crackors, 
Chinese committing nuisances, Sale of Provisions, and 
supervision of slaughter Houses, mafoos exercising horses 
in the streets, Chinese rolling creaking barrows. 

Resolved—That the Election of officers and. mem- 
bers as per muster roll of the No. 2, (Hong Que) Engine 
Company of the Shanghai Fire Department be appro- 
ved and confirmed, with the exception of George 
Dark, and Samuel B. Quick. 

The following Report from the Purblic Works Com- 


mittee was read and adopted. 





Revorr oF THE Posuic Works Comrrrze. 

Your Committee bog to subjoin a Report of their pro- 
ceedings for the past two months. The rainy and hot 
weather has somewhat retarded the works. 

Bridges—Hongque Creck Bridge.—Upon the condition 
of this structure, the Municipal Engineer after careful ex- 
nation reports as follows “ [have again examined this 
Bridge, and do not anticipate any immediate danger, 
“although the piling constituting the piers is very rotten.” 

Your Committee recommend that the present hridge he 
replaced by an iron one as soon as possible, and in the 
meantime, they be authorized to conclude a running con- 
tract for u period not exceeding two years,'to keep the pre- 
sent structure in ordar. 

Note.—Lefore alopting this suggestion, it was agreed to 
ascertain what 2 new wooden bridge’ would cost. The 
Council appearing to think that works of so permanent 0 
character as that proposed should hardly fall on the com- 
munity of the day, seeing the important works they are 
now undertaking. 7 

The Bridges across the Yang King Pang—will shortly 
‘be painted. General repairs have been effected to other 
Bridges, all have been painted. Several of the Bridges on 
the Siecawie Road have been repaired, further repairs 
(orhich are being proceeded with), and in some instances re 

tilding, are needed, owing to the damage thoy, sustained 
during the late heavy rains. The first Bridge near the 
Bubbling Well, has been skewed. 

Buildings—Central Station—has been repaired insiile and 
outside, A contract has been concluded for painting and 
varnishing this building inside and outside, and the work 
eommenced. Minor repairs, kc., have been effected to the 
Council House and other Municipal buildings, 

Engine House for the “* Deluge” Steam Engine.— Your 
Committee recommend aclorsing. the construction of an 
engine house for the present, but keeping in mind the 
Land Renters’ appropriation. 

No formal oifer of land (as a site for Municipal 
Buildings) having been made to the Council, your Com 
mitee are unable to-proceed with the consideration of 
plans for Municipal premises. c 

Dangerous Buildinys.—Your Committee have been in 
communication with Messrs. Turner & Co, and James 
Hogg, about the unsafe state of certain foreign houses in 
the Hankow Road near the Szechuen Road, under the 
agency of the former, and of some Chinese houses in the 
same road, near the Fohkien Road, the property of tho 
latter. 

Bunding on Soochow Creek, West of Will's Bridgea—is 
nearly completed. 

Yang King Pang, North Bunding.—An 
having been made in’ the current year's budget 
‘ment of this bund, your committee have instructed the 
Engineer to report upon its condition, cost of necessary 
repairs, &e., which will be included in the estimate for 
works to be undertaken in the next Municipal year. 

Hongque Creck.—The agent of the owner of the piece of 
bunding between the Broadway Bridge and the Hwang -pu, 

Thal his attention called 0 its prexeut dangerous co” 
dition. Your Committce consider it absolutely necessary 
that repairs be at once effected. : 

aAliquinent of bunding north and ronth of the river north 
of the Yang King Pang.—Your Committ ¢ have addressed 
their colleagues of the French Council, asking them to + 
give effect to the arrangement entered into hetween the 
two Councils sometime ago to adopt the same line of bund- 


ing. 
The survey of the foreshore of the English Settlement 
will be proceeded with as soon as the state of the tides per- 
mit. aay 
Gemeterics~Shanahai New Conctery.—Xour Committee 
propose constracting a dry vault in this Cemetery for the 
Feception of Feinains intended to be sent houte, which will 
only be received for a limited period under certain coniti- 


tions. ai 
Drainone.—The Sewanl and Yunan Roads main Se¥&, 

nmall drains, &e. have been completed. 2? 
|” Tenders have been invited for the construction of brick 
j sewers in the Fobkien, Taiping and Revceung Rosle 
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¢ village (entled Lic-pae-doo} betweon 
the Szechten and Kinngsi Roads is about being draited, 
also part of the Broadway by surfaco channels. Sume of 
the box drains in the Siccawei and Sinzah Koads havo 
failed they are Yeing repaired ant re-constructed where 
necessary, Dilotres have been cut on. both sides of the 
‘Bubbling Well Road which will drain it and small brick 
rains have been formed under the gateways of houscs 
requiring the same; hox drains have been put across the 
rou where necessary. 

So soon as n supply of earthen dmin pipes come to hand 
the drainage will be proceeded with in the back parts of 
the Settlements, the new Cemetery, ke. 

Your Committee have pleasure in stating that the con- 
ditions of the main sewers are such as to render it noces- 
sary to cleanse only a portion of one this year. 

A schedule of the main sewers, showing their form of 
construction, length, &c. is nbout heing prepared and up- 
on completion will be embodied in the annurl report on 








drainage. 
Cess Pools.—Nearly the whole of the cess pools have 
beon cleaned. 


‘Sinall drains—where necessary several have been cleaned. 
Firexells.—Instructions have been given to the Engineer 

to proceed with all dispatch with the construction of the 

Firewell in the Ningpo Road. The reservoirs in the bed 

of the Yang King Pang will soon be formed. 

sohiticeRepairs have wen effected to the Nanking 
jetty, ke. 

Landing accommodation, English Settlement.—The con- 
struction of the landing stages, britlges and picrheads are 
progressing satisfactorily; three have already been fixed at 
the ends of the Peking, Kiukiang and Canton Roads, 
others will follow shortly ut the ends of the Nanking and 
Foochow Roads, 

Liyhting.—A contract hns been made for painting the 
Lamp-posts, brackets, Se. Brackets or Pendant Lamps 
will be put’ up wherever the present lnmp-posts in any 
way obstruct free caringe trac, 

Nhe attention of the Gis Company has been called to 
the inscoure manner of certain fixings. Your Committee 
have again addressed the Company in regard to the ex- 
tension of mains in Hongque. 

Note.—The Company reply that they will be prepared 
to carry on the extension, 2s soon as a supply of mains r2- 
cently ordered from England rencher. 

Roads.—The various roads of the English and Hongque 
Settlements have heon repaired, levellei, dressed, metall- 
ed, sanded and rolled as beeamne necessary. The Bubbling 
Well, Siccawei and Sinzah Roads have been repaired; the 
first hamed has been metalled up to the well, is being 
raised in low parts and bunded at the ‘geeat bend, The 
formation of the new rond connecting the Sinzah and Iub- 
bling Well Roads, has been completed—it is proposed to 
call it the Cross” Road. 

Your Committee invited tenders for the thorough repair 
of the Woosting Road the bridges, and draining it in low 
parts. ‘The lowest cost it was found that these repairs 
could be effected for would be Tls.: 5,100. 

Seeing the entire approprintion for Ronds voted by the 
Land Renters amounted to Tis.’ 11,928, your Committee 
could not recommend your carrying out the repairs. Your 
Committee acknowledge the necessity for a road to Woo- 
tung and they commend to your cousideration a mem 
prepared by your Secretory siesring how » good ron 

ye made at a trifling cost tothe municipality. Note. Ce 
cil-decided to have a survey of the proposed line of road 
minde and an estimate of cost obtained. 

Sceing how largely the Road to Jessficld is availed of 
dy the public who have never contributed anything to- 
words its maintennnes your Committee iu fairness. to. Nr. 

lames Hogg respontled to his application by allotting him 
‘Te 900 Ree repairn to He and he bradgen after the hate 
heavy rains. 5 

‘Street Corners.—At the junction of the following 
roads have been rounded off—Haukow and Szechu 
Kiangai and Canton and other roads. Your Committee 
have toacknowledge the courtesy of Mesars. Adams, Bissett 
and others in granting such n concession to the puhlic 
guts Funan Road.—A part of this roa has been widden- 


‘The road—on the south side nearest the Peking toad 
in Wie-pnloo, your Committee havo arranged to widen. 

Side Chaniicls—have been cleansed where necessary. 

Lot Stoncs,—A further nuinber of lot stones have been 
sunk, E 

Upening Strests.—A stringent code of rules ns heen en- 
acted in regnn to atreetopenings—no opening will he per- 
mitted. unless protecting chain or other barrier is. first 
placed round it. 

Storing Metal, de. for Roads.—Additional depots for 
storing metal are being provided so that in a short timo 
no material of this description willbe stored on the Public 
road 

_ gs Footpaths are about to be formed in the Broadway. 

47° Telesraph.——The necessary telegraph applianees for con- 
necting the Police Stations have been ordered from Eng- 
land, 









































Trees.— Arrangement are being maile to ensure & further 
supply of trees for the roads, dc., at aa early a date as 
trinaplansing can commence, 

Urinale.—Tho iron urinals will be painted immediately. 

Resolved.—Vhat the road connecting the Babbling 
Well and Sinzah Roads be called the Cxoss Roan, 
and that for greater simplicity, the public driving 
reads Le henceforth designated aa follows, 

The Sinzah to be the Nortit Weit Roan, 

The Bubbling Well Road to be the Sourn Wei 
Roan, 

The Siccawei Road to be the Wxstzrx Roan, 

And that the road cut through Wells’ estate, close 
to the Astor House, from the Tien Dong to the Whang- 
poo Koad be called the Srwrard Roan. 

- The following Report from the Finance, Rate and 
‘Appeal Committee was read and adopted. 





Rerort o THE Fivaxce, RATE AND APPEAL COMMITTEE. 
Your Committee have hut little of importance to report. 
‘The Taxes, Rates, Dues ke., are being regularly pai 

‘The financial condition of the Municipality is satisfacto 
Reassesement of Land.—Your Committee subjoin a re- 

port from Mr, Kingsmill, detailing the pr he has 

made in revising the Land Plans— t 

on in Mr. Kingsmill’s report are worthy of consideration, 

and will be dealt with upon completion of the Re-assesa- 

ment of Land. . 

“Thave to report that the definition of the lots in the 
foreign settlements undertaken by me in accordance with 
the instructions of Municipal Council is progressing. 

“Thave completed the comparison of lots and sub-lots, 
regist ved in H. 3. M. Consulate and with a few exceptions, 
which [ hope with the assistance of tho renters or their 

“agents to be able to discover, I have been nble to fix their 
position on the map and their boundaries. : 

“In onller to earry on the work in a manner satinfactory 
to myself and the Council I have found it advisable to be- 




















gin de noro, and being in possession of uncoloured. private 
copies of the survey of the English Settlement, have 
preferred making use of them for the purpos. ‘These 


tracings will be at the disposal of the Council to have co- 
vied for their own use. Ihave adopted this course as T 
Found it impossible on the coloured drawings handed to 
me, to define with any degree of accurncy the boundaries 
of the several properties. : 
“Thope in the course of a few lays to have the outlines 
of the lots registered in the British Consulate completed, 
when I shall prococd to investigate the other land registers 
in Shangh: 
rom various causes the labour of senrching these re- 
cords is very great und much exceeds what I anticipated 
at the beginning. Some simplification of the system. hi- 
therto adopted seems desirable, as well ns some intelligible 
method of defining position and boundaries is actually 
necessary unteas the Councll should contemplate a similar 
task to what I have unvlertaken at recurring inter 
"Te would be well also to call thonttention of the Council 
to the extremely inaccurate estimates of the areus of the 














Tots, ae they. actually exist which, accompany the title 
deeds, and which caused the valuations placed upon the 
various properties to be extremely unequal: ‘The Register 





needs revising in this particular ax much at least as in the 
othors mentioned. 

* Suine syatem for the registration of Chinese owned pro- 
perties is also called for. Asal Chinese owning lant is 
supposed to he registered in the land office of tho district 
which collects the Imperial Innd tax, there ought to be the 

Ity in urriving at a systom whereby the Council 
should be plnced in possession of the nocessary information. 
‘Tho aggregate amount of Ind within the limits of the 
settlements which has-never passed into foreign hands is 
very grent, and not only is the Couneil deprived to a con 

rable extent of its land revenue from this cause, but in 
n many inconveniences from defective sanitary 
arrangements necrue to the entire community.” 

Auditor for Municipal year 1869-70.—Your Committeo 
roceived ait application from Mr. Limby, for the appoint- 
ment of Auditor for the current year. ‘Thoy suggest that 
Mr, Limby’s application stand over till early next year. 

Tazes.—Constaut applications are being made ‘to your 
Committee to refunl taxes; it appears to thom, that the 
Tand Renters who authorize the collection of ‘taxes, can 
alone order refunds. ‘This has been the case heretofore. 
Your Committce would suggest your passing a resolut 
in this sense and publishing it. 

Appropriations,—as necessary. were voted. 

Laon! Post Ofjice.—The confirmation of the agreement 
with the Iritish Post Office having beon received, was rewl 
and the agreement orilered to be published. Bir Cuni 
ham said there was reason for congratulation in the ront~ 
| ter being so wettled that the offices could still be together, 
| and on a basis wo just to Loth parties to the agreement. 
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Considering the immense advantage the Shanghai com- 
munity rvecived from 11.8. M.'s Government in the deli- 
very here of the European mails without any contribution 
from this community, it was a most reasonable concession 
to the Hongkong Government that they should contro! all 
corresponilence vith that port. On the other hand, the 
correspenilence with the purely Chinese ports and with 
Japan it inclearly in the bands of the community to deal 
with, and it has been so settled. 


Shanghai, 25th June, 1869. - 
Sim,—T have the honor to acknowledge the réceipt of 
Four letter of yestenlay's date, inforoing me that, after 
all deliberation, the, Municipal Council has determined 
to accept the proposals for the continuance of the agree- 
ment between the British and Local Post Offices, which 
were submitted and discussed, at the meeting which I had 
the honor in company with Her Britannic Majesty’s Con- 
sul, to attend yesteriay morning. 

‘This determination necessitates the abandonment of 
the present, ent, and the substitution in lieu thereof, 
of the following stipulations—viz.— 

3i.—That the building, at it occupied for the joint 
use of our two offices be’ used as heretofore. 

4,—That cach Office has its separate rooms for business, 
and separate accommodation for each of the two Post 
mastors, and their fumilies, as well as the necessary staff ; 
each side to have half the premises and accommodation; 
the rent, and charges for gas, to be paid in equal propor- 
tions—ie,, one moiety by each, The premises to be free 
from local’ taxation until Ist March, 1870. 

.5.~—That the two Postmasters, and their respective as- 
sistants, be required to render to each other mutual aasis- 
tance, on the arrival and departure of all mails, so as to 
Jessen the t.me vecupied in manipulating such mails. The 
Postinaster in whose office the work is being actually per- 
formed, at any time, to be for that time the Head Officer, 
and to exereixe control. 

6.—That each Oftice shall, at its own cost, provide = 
¢ coolics, on the understanding that the, 
services of the entire body of coolies are to be placed at the 
dlinpoval of either Orie on the arrival and departure of 
mails, 
7.—That all letters received ai the Local Post Office 
from Hongkong or for despatch to Hongkong, shall be 
handed aver to the British Postmaster, to be dealt with 
xcluaively by the Tiritish Post Office 
letters (Government corresponnence except- 
ed) received at the Local Post Office addressed to, or sent 
from all other places whatever, not Ports of the’ United 
Kingdom shall be dealt with by that office. 

. or insufficiently prepaid letters, 
hich may be received at the Local Post ‘Offlee, for des” 
patch by contract Packets, be handed over to the British 
Fostnuster, to he dealt with according to his instructions. 

In the event of any personal difference arising 

between the ollicers of either service, the q 
referred to the joint decision of Her Britannic Masjesty's 
Counul, and the Chairman of the Municipal Council. 

11,—That the whole of the foregoing agreement xball be 

























































date, continue in force, without limit aa to duration, 
‘six months notice in advance be given on either side, 
12.1 shall be glad to be favoured with your confirme- 
tion of tho above arrangement, when I will submit. tho 
matter for the confirmation of His Excellency, Sir Richard 
Graves MacDonnell, Governor of Hongkong. 
Thave the honor to be, S 
‘Your most obedient 














Servent, 
F. W. MITCHELL, 
Postmaster General of Hongkong. 
Enwaxp Cuswixanam Eaq. 
.irman of the Municipal Council, Shanghai. 
Your Committee bas arranged for establishing Agencies 
at Fuochow and Hiego. 
Your Committee are 
Agent for the I. & O. 





correspondence with Mr Jellicoe, 
.Co., by which it is ho 
that that Company will, aa formerly, carry the Local Port 
Ottice Mats by their unmubsidiaed steniners. 3 
Kerolred.—That no refund of any taxes, rates, oF 
dues be mad 
‘The Chairs 















ited, that the Rev. Mr. Yates had 
al his i tion. It was unanimously resol. 
That the Council accept with great regret the 
iesignation of the Rev. M. 'T. Yate and on behalf 
of the community the Council beg to temlgr their bost 
thauke to him, for the very able and zealous manuer 
in which he has discharged the duties of his post, 
‘The Counoil adjourned. 


















MEETING OF THE UNION INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, 

arly meting of Shareholders 

was ou Sith inst, at 





The ontinary hal 
in the above societ 


ion to be‘) 


ig until the Ist March 1870, and that it shall, from), 





bales. Fair 
Jy Cotton 10}. 


N 

P. Duucanson, Esq.; chairman, Messrs. Keswick, - 
Leman, Forbes, Rowett, and Sassoon, directors, and: 
Measrs. Crichton, Kaye, Berwick, Belilios, Vickers, 
Olmsted, Andre, G. Thomson, Hart, Joost, Arnhold 
and Watmore, secretary. The Chairman read the fol- 
lowing report':—The Directors have much pleasure in, 
placing before the sharcholders the third ‘half-yearly 
report of the affairs of the Society, terminating on the 
30th of June last, and showing st that date, as per 
accoupaning statement, balance to credit of $547,263. 
$2, together with a sum representing’a paid-up cap- 
ital of $250,000. From this sum, the directors recom-, 
mend the distribation of a dividend of $500 per share, 
which of 250 shares will absorb $125,000, and’ a 
further sum of $62,500, to be set apart for apportion- 
ment hereafter amongst contributing shareholders ; of * 
the balance they propose, in azcordance ‘with the 
terms of the Deed of Settlement, placing $250,000 to 
Reserve Fund, and carrying forward on current ac: 
count $109,762.82. From the Ist July to date, fur- 
ther net premia amounting to about $170,000 may bé 
considered as earned, and will appear in due courre to 
the credit of the society. Including the total losses of 
the steamer Fung Shuey and the British ship Humilla 
Mitchell, the subsequent claims paid to date, together 
with such as are pending, may be estimated: as far 
as can be well ascertained, at about $70,000. All ves- 
sels in which the Society ‘had accepted insurances, for, 
the year 1868, with the exception of one time policy, 
which expires on the 20th December next, have reach 
ed their destinations, and the risks. now at stake are 
Principally confined to homeward bound for the 
arrival of which sufficient time has not yet elapsed. 
x, seconded by Mr. Andre, proposed 
the adoption of this report, and the statement of ac- 
counts appended, which was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Lestaxs, seconded by Mr. Hart, next proposed 
that in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Directors in the above report, a dividend of $500 
per share be declared, which was also unanimously 
carriv’. 

In reply to a question from one of the Sharcholders 

resent, the chairman intimated that the directors 
had it in contemplation establish an agency at Bang: 

ok. 

Alter a vote of thanks to the directors and secretary, 
which met with a very cordial reception, the meeting 
separated.—Hongkong Daily Press. . 

















—— 


NEWS OF THE WEEK, 

The Steamer Sunda, with the London Mail of August 
28th, arrived ‘on the morning of the 13th inst. The 
following are the latest Telegrams. ’ 

Tondon, 6th Septr., (Noon.) Major Champain, 
Latimer Clark, Esq., anda staff of electricians have 
left England in order to lay the new cable down the 
Persian Gulf. The cable is to be completed for work- 
ing in November, The death of Charles Gore, Ex 
is annonnced. 7th, (Afternoon.) ‘The London Co! 
ton Market is very dull. The Manchester Market is 
also very dull. 7}b Shirtings 93. 6d., 8jlbs Lis. 30., 31b 
Madapollans 1s. 5d. The sum of £113,000 was with- 
drawn from the Bank of England today. The home- 
ward mails of Caleutta, August 6th and Bombay, 
August 10th, were delivered in London this inorning. 
8th. ‘The Cotton Market depressed. ‘Total Sal 
4,000 bales, Total Sales Spec. and Exp, 2,000 bales, 
‘otal Sales Surats 2,000 bales, Total Injort 21,000 
Bengal, to arrive 8Jd. Mth. Tinnevel- 

‘afloat. Market closed weak, ‘I'l 
weting of Policy Holders of the Albert Life As- 
surance Association was held to-day uuder the Au- 
thority of the Court of Chancery. It was resolved 
that the scheme of reconstruction recommended :by. 
the Liquidators be rejected. A Committee of Policy 
holders was appointed to consider aud report upon’, 
the state of the Company. It was also resolved that 
Policy holders should control the affairs of ‘the Com- 
pany. ‘The Committee in conjunction with the Pi 
vincial Committee, were empowered to test the lial 
lity of the shareholders of all amalgamated Companies. 
New York, 9th Sept Midding Mid Uplands 34} 
Gold 1354 dollars. aa 

‘The Straite Timex mentions that a telegram, dated . 
London, 13th September, reached Calcutta on the 16th 
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nce, 60 that the report of 
Perr of tie French must bo a 
The following Commercial Telegrams have come to 
hand. 7 
Chamber of Commerco, via Kinchta.—London, 21st 
Septeinher, 1869: Cottou, 131.;Great Shirtings, 11/.; 
Tea, Achilles—quality inferior—sales irregular ‘and 
difficult; Silk, Unchanged; Dollars, 59}; American 
‘Tea, Quiet; American Exchange, 7; American Gold, 
137}; Discount, 24%. 
Grant's Circalar.—London, 21st September. Silk— 
No. 3 Tsatleo 29s, Gd., No. 47satlee 25s., No. 1 Tay- 
ssam 23s, Gd., No. 3 Tayeaam 2%, Gi., Extra No. 1 
‘Mybash 293, No. 1 [das 31s., new tirm. Tea—Com- 
mon Congou, inactive 13}d._ New Monings, fall prices, 
fine Kaisow 18d. to 32d. Tea vessel arrived Achilles, 
Cotton—8-4 Ibs, Grey Shirtings lls. 7ibs. T-Cloth 9s. 
4d. No. 20 Water Twist 15}d. flat. Bengal Cotton 
84d. Dhollera 9d. Middling Orleans 13d. fiat. Con- 
sols 92j.". Mexican Dollars 59d. Bar Silver 604d. 
Bank Rate 24 per cent. Amount of Bullion shipped 
by English Mail £640. America —American Exchanj 
107}. Gold 137}. ‘Tea, very dull, prices unchan; 
American Drills 17}. 

Our chrouicle of news this week is necessarily brief, 
no event of interest having happened in the settlement 
and intelligence from the outports being more than us- 
ually ineagre.. Preparations for the recoption of the 
Duke. of Edinburgh. are progressing,.but we are as 
yet’ unaware-on what day he may be expected. ‘The 
steamer Afoyune has been chartered to await the ar- 
rival of the Galatea at Woosung, as that vessel's 
draught of water will not permit her crossing the 
bar, and a landing stage is being erected and other 
preparations made at the Custom House jetty. Besides 
the cricket match we hear of athletic sports, a 
pony scramble, a match at bowls at the Concordia 
Club, and other projects for amusement. 

‘The north east monsoons have now set in steady, and 
tho last English Mail did not arrive till the morning 
after hor due date, instead of two days in advance of 
it as has generally been the case during the past six 
mouths. 

‘The translations of Mr. Burlingame’s credentials 
given by the Daily News (reprinted in our last 
week's issue) have been discussed with much in- 
terest, and we obsorvo by the papers brought by 
Jast mail that the statement of the mission being 
accredited to the Western Powers as tributary States 
hoa reachod home, and appearsto have bad some in- 
fluence on public opinion: Indeed there seem many 
indications of the reaction, which every one in China 
preqicted would take place soon, being alroady act in, 
‘We reprint a letter published by Mr. J, B. Robertson, 
which adduces two strong arguments in favor of the 
correctness of the unofficial translation. 

‘Dr. S. Wells Williams, United States Chargé d’Affaira 
at Peking, arrived here by the Szechuen yesterday. - 

It is stated that a telegram has been received an- 
nouncing the arrival of the Titania as the first of the 
‘Yea clippers, apparently in either 96 or 97 days from 
this, thus beating the Leander’s voyage last year by 
10 days. The Nanzing, due this afternoon, it is ex- 
peated will bring later telegrams. 

‘The Evening Courier informs us of the arrival from 
London of » marine surveyor to the North China 
Insurance - Company, who it is said also holds a 
special appointment from Lloyds’ Counnittee, and that 
bis surveys of ships on their behalf will have the 
same validity as if made under the supervision of the 
Committee in a port in England. ‘This is impor- 
taut for the shipping interest, as it will doubtless 
enable vessels that have run off the letter tobe ‘re- 
classed in Shanghai, and thus frequently save the 
expense and inconvenience of a. voyage to England 
fdr: that purpose. It will also add fo the prestige of 
Shanghai as a port, aud we may congratulate the 


the death of the Em- 
canard. 
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North-China Insurance Company on having been the 
means of initiating 20 useful & measure.” 

The same paper understands that the large house 
on the Hong-que Bund formerly occupied by Messra. 
Evans & Co, has been leased for the Austrian Von- 
sulate. During the progress of necessary alterations 
tho Consul-General Calici has gone to Japan, bat 


ere long long will return to hoist the Austrian flag ” 


at the new Consulate, ‘The Itong.que Bund will then 
boast almost as many Consular flags as its more aris- 
tocratic rival on this side, 

“Shanghai seems at present intent on preparations 
for public amusements. The rowing regatta ia fixed 
for next week and practice ia going on with vigour.. 
‘The principal event will be an international four 
oared.race between American, English, German and 
Scottish crews. The race is held to be between the 
English and Ameericans the latter being the favourites. 
Race lotteries, innumerable are springiog up in all 
parts of the town, but, as may be expected, they are 
of s somewhat lower standing than those formerly 
held at the club. : : 

Tho P. & O. Steamer which arrived yesterday from 
Inpan, brought $65,000 in treasure. ae 

‘The following passengers have arrived in Shanghai 
during the week: per Tycho Brache, from Liver: 
pool, Miss Palmer, Lieut.. May and Mr. Black- 
wood ; per Manchu, from Tientsin, Mr. and, Mra. 
Maitland, Mr. and Mrs, Reid, Miss and Master 
Nelson, Rey. Mr. Crawford, Messra. Jellicoe and’ 
Stoddart; per Venus, from Hongkong, Messra. Bar- 
nicott and Cheshire; per Kin Shu, from New- 
chwang, Mrs, H, Hill and child; per Sunda, from 
Marseilles, Messrs. Tucker and Jones; from Southamp- 
ton, Mesera Maba, Collinson and Baird; from Hong- 
kong, Messrs Dind and Mitchell; per Shanse. from Che: 
foo, Mrs. Legonberger, Dr. Nevius and Mr. Muller; 
per Scechuen, from Tientsin, Dr. and Mra. S. Wells 
Williams, Mra. Gilfillan, Mra. Henderson, Messrs. 
Williams and Smith; per Formosa, from Yokohama, 
Mr. F.C. Barnard; from Wiogo, Mr. G. Reddelun. 
‘The following have departed: per New York, ‘for 
San Francisco, Messra. J. Hoge and Gilbert ; for Yo 
kohama, Mr. and Mra. F, B. Forbes and Mr. T. G. 
Mead ; for Nakesaki Mr. Laidarich ; por Malacca, for 
Marseilles, Mra. Fearon, 2 children andaervant, Messra, 
Morewood and Hawtrey; for Hongkong, Messrs. G.-F. 
per Bertha for Nagasaki, Mossra: 
Gudgeon, Walter, Mitchell and E. Nana; ae 

Haxocuow.—We take the following paragraph from 
the Daily News:— 

“The heavy rains of the past summer appear to 
have done great damage to the Rice Urop in the dis- 
tricts of Hangebow and. Hoochow; for in these neigh 
bourhoods the greater portion of the land is inundat. 
ed, and a large number of the fielda totally subinorg- 
ed}in others, where the rice plants aro visible, they 
have heen so badly beaten down, with the rain, as to 
omsin ina very green aud unripe state on the surface 
of, the water. @ inhabitants are busily engaged 

jumping the water out of theland, and in every field 
irtigation pumps are to be seen varying in number 
from 6 to 30, which are being vigorously worked by 
men, women and children. From the bills at Hoo- 
chow looking over the plain to the south and south- 
east, the water is over the land in.such large quan: 
tities as to render it a. difficult matter to, dis- 
tinguih. the crecks from the submorged . fields. 
‘This unfortunate state of things has naturally enbauc- 
ed the price of rice, and at these two cities the rates 
for this grain had advanced fully $1.00 per picul.”” 

Naxxixe.— We hear that the inundations have 

i ed the rice crops in the neighbourhood 
ig ; and that the diatrict is likely 
bea purchaser instead of an exporter asit is wenally. Tt 
is said that the Chinese are already taking measures 
to buy supplies of rice in Shanghai, as not only is the 
crop short, but specalators, have parchased the stand- 
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ing crops, going so far as ta take even those where the 
heads of the paddy appeared. just above water. ‘The 
Government have, in view of ihis deficiency, announced 
that all importations of rice from now to the end of 
the Chinese year, will be admitted duty free.” 
Pextxo.—We find the following paragraph with re- 
ference to the Peking College in the Daily News. 
“We are told on good authority that the College 
at Peking has not only not finally collapsed, as has 
been generally reported ; but that the return of Dr. 
Martin has enabled Mr. ‘Hart to undertake measures 
which there is reason to suppose will make the pro- 
ject successful. Notwithstanding the aspersions that 
have been cast on it, and the satisfaction with which 
its reputed failure has been welcomed in certain quar- 
ters, we have reason to believe that Prince Kung is 
determined that it shall go on, if at all possible.” 
Newcnwaxo.—The samo paper says:—‘ By the 
steamer Drajon we have advices from Newchwang 
to the 7th October. Very little business seems to 
have been doing in manufactures, and stocks of 
Drills and Groy Shirtings, which were heavy already, 
have been further increased. A few sales have been 
effected at lower rates. The Customs hare with- 
drawn the prohibition in regard to shipments of 
Palse and Pulse cake, which may now be exported 
to Foreign countries direct from this port- A corres- 
pondent speaks of severe corrpetition betwen the 
Dragon aud Kiu-shu for freight. 
Foocnow. ices from Foochow to 25th ultimo, 
te that the Tea Market bas been quiet ; and not- 
withstandiug the firmuess of Teamen, prices during 
















the last day or two had declined half a tael. The | 


local authorities are said to be dissatisfied with the 
way in which their gunboats are turned out from 
the Arsenal at that port, and have ordered the trans- 
port which recently arrived at Shanghai‘to be com: 
pleted there. 

Anoy. ‘he following Circular which is published 
in the Daily Presa uceds no words from us to secure 
for ita realy response. We feel sure that Shanghai 
and the river and northern ports will be as willing to 
aid in so deserving a scheme as those of the South. 
‘The Foreign residents of Formosa and Amoy bi 
subscribed toerect a monument to the late Mr. J 
Gibson, H. B. M.'s Acting-Consul at Taiw: 
cognition of bis able services during the late disturban- 
ces there. It hassince come to their knowledge that 
Mr. Gibson's mother and sister were dependent upon 
him for their support, and are placed in straitened 
circumstances by his death. ‘They, therefore, desiteto 




















increase their subscriptions, and raiseasum which would 
enable them to continue iv some measure the support 
which the late Mr. Gibsou's relatives have now lost 
for 


‘About $1,000 have already been raise in Atoy, 
this object, and thy committes now invite the 
tance of the cau ‘ef Hongkong and the other 
ports in China, Ci ‘Messrs. J. C. Wardlaw, 
PF Chamley, Geo, Phillips, John Cass, Henry Swith 
Subscriptions will ‘also be received by the Honorabl 

3. B. taylor, Hongkong ; the Oriental Bank Corpora- 
tion j the Hongkong ant shanghai Bank Corporation. 
Atnoy, Iet October, 1869.” 

Hoxaxoxa,—By tho Mail Stexmer Sunda wa bave 
ates to the Sth int. ‘The discussion on the estimates 
atill fills the papers. 

Judgment has heon delivered by the Hon J. Pagn- 
cefote, acting Chief Justice, in the case, in Chancery, of 
Henderson and another v. tho Comptore d’ Escompte de 

claim for $6,837 50 —proceods of 5 bales T-Cloths, 
ys 






























ex Merse, and $4,975 62, being the balance of 
procouds of pools ex Canudian, Ariel, and Serica. The 
Fonte of both aides to be paid out of the estate. 

Admiral Sir Henry Kellett, K. C. i | arrived in H. 
M.S. Rinaldo on the 3:d inst., to assume command 
of the British fluet in Uhina and Japan, in place of 
Admiral Keppel. Salutes were fired irom the Princess 
Charlotte, and from the U, S. corvette froynois, Ad- 
miral Kellett, it is said, is now in good health. 

‘The mereantile community of the colony have deter- 
ed to give a farewell dinuer to Admiral Sir Harry 
Keppel, on his arrival there from the north. A large and 
influcntial committee have been appointed to make 
and carry out the uecessary arrangemzuts. 
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Col. C. N. Goulding arrived by the last Pacific _mait 
to relieve J.J. Alle Bey 94,0. 8. Consul at Hong- 
ong. 
‘The China Mail says: -“ Tho junk which attacked 
the Apenrade was captured by the Portuguese guu- 


bost. ‘The Portuguese put men on hoard of her and 
tried to bring her to Macao, but while doing so abe 


sank during the heavy weather.. Nearly all, the 
were breech-loaders. Tivo women, 

three children and the son ofthe chief, a lad of 14 yea 
are in custody. Another Chinese’ gan-boat has ar- 
rived ; there arenow three, and they will do their ut- 
most to capture the pirates.” fe ae 
A meeting of the Union Insurance Society has been 
held, at which a dividend of $500 per share was 
to. There was a balance at credit, ou.the 


agreed 
30th June last, of $547,263, besides.a paid np capital 


of $250,000, The dividend will absorb $125,000, and 
2,500 go to contributing shareholders,. $250,000 are 
to be placed to Reserve Fuud, aud $109,762 to, be 
carried forward, We give the report of the meeting 
elsewhere. 5 ' 
Another man, Constantine, has been arrested on: & 
charge of being engaged in the creek robbery near Quin= 


We take the following from the Daily Press:— 

A clan Sight, which resulted in the loss of more 
than a thonsand lives, took place a few days ago in 
the district of Sun Ning, about’ 30 miles froni Can* 
ton, Tt appears from the'statements ‘made by the 
natives, that the oriyin of the disturbance was the 
erection of sn ancestral temple by the Ize clan, with- 
in the ds belonging to the Za clan. The latter 
objected ta its erection, and built one immediately 
in front of it, The temple was suddenly destroyed 
by the Lee clan, and hence aroso a disturbance, which 
was, however, pnt down through intervention of the 
Chinese officers fast year, and the people of the Zu 
clan were ordereil to pay more than $10,000 as com- 
pensation to the Lee Cla. As soon, however, as thoy 
got this money, they employed Hakka people to at~ 
tack the Zu men, and this last fight resulted in the 
destruction of more than twenty villages, all helong- 
ing to the same clan Zu, and in the death of more thau 
athousand men, ‘The Viceroy of Canton has ordered 
a gunboat and some Chinese junks to the spot, to re- 
atore order,” f 

‘The following telegram is published as an extra to 
the China Express :—" Galle, 22nd September, 1869, 
4 p.m. —A report has just reached us from an authen- 
tic source that the P, & O. steamer Carnatic has been 
loxt in the Red Sea. But as telegraphic news in these 
cases is'generally rather vague at tirst, it may pussi- 
bly be that abe is only on shore.” 

Javan.—The P. & O. steamer Formosa: arrived 
yesterday but. we have no news beyoud the statements 
‘that telegraphs are to be erected between Yedo and 
Yokohama and between Kobé and Osaka. 

The Japan Times says:— Ks 

Speciinen coins, from which the designs for the 
es for the new Japanese issue are to be made, were 
sent home by the American Mail, ‘The dollar is au 
exceedingly handsome piece. 
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MR, BURLINGAME’S CREDENTIALS. 
To the Editor of the i 
Nontu-Ciixa Dairy News. 

Sin,+In your issue of 8th instant, you give the 
official transiation of Mr. Burling ne’s credentials to 
Great Britain as made by Mr, MeLeavy Brown, ‘and 
a second translation, doubtless from a reliable source, 
which gives an entirely different colouring to the par 
port of that docament. er . 

‘Tho latter translation completely: bears. me out in 
my assertion (letter to the London Daily Newer, dated 
1ith July), that Mr. Burlingame’s letters accreitited 
him “to the Western Governmentsas tributary states.” 
‘As thy passages hearing on the point are short, 1 will 
bring them together for purposes of comparison. Ta 
Mr. McLeavy ‘Brown's translation the following 
occurs = 

“In virtue of the commission we have with reverence 
received from Heaven, and as Chins and foreign mations 
are members of one family, we are cordially desirous of 
placing on a firm and lasting basis tho relations of frien! 
Zhip and good understanding now existing between us 
the nations at amity with China.” a 
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‘The other translation interprets the passage thu: 


“ Our title to universal sway has been reverently recei 
ail from Weavon.. (Reganling) the central and outer na- 
tions as one family, we have been considerately mindful 
of the lesser states in amity with us; and for the purpose 
of, consolidating and renidesing permanent the 

ood understanding with them, we have made special 
fection of good, capable, and intelligent officers to visit to- 
gether, ete.” 

"Tn the official translation there is astriking want of 
gequence, as will be readily seen when the question is 
asked what it is that the E:mperor. bas received the 
commission of Heaven to do? The language bears 
that this commission has been receive for the purpose 
of establighinz lasting friendship with the matious at 
aiity with China. Now let us look at what the uu- 
official translation says the commission has been re- 
ecived for. The object is clear, decided, and in per- 
feet accordance with all the kuown pretensions of the 
Chinese Government. The Emperor has received from 
Heaven his title to universal sway; and in the exercise 
of this universal sway over the Central (China) aud 
‘outer (all other) nations which are one family, he has 
been’ so. considerately ‘mindful of. the lesser states 
(Great Britain, United States, France, &c.) that he is 
sending capable officers to visit them, and consolidate 
relations of friendship &e. It would be a paltry pur- 
ose for which to. receive a special comiission from 
if it contemplated nothing but the consolidat- 
friendship ; but when it confers universal sway 
cover the nations of the world, that is an adequate ob- 
ject for which it, is intelligible the Emperor, should 
cliim divine right. _ But there are other considerations 
that offer an inferential support to the presumption of 
the accuracy of the unollicial translation. ‘The re- 
deript by the late, Einyeror Hienfung regarding Mr. 
Ward's official visit to Peking in 1859, which has re- 
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cently been nnearthed at Peking by one of our leading 
Chinese scholars in the British Consular service, and 
was quoted by the Hon. J. Ross Browne in his ‘reply 
to the Britis and Aruceican addresses, ts remarkably 
siguificant of the view they entertain of the immea- 
surable superiority of China to all other countries. It 
in to this effect 

. “What this foreigner (Ward) remarks, that he respects 
the Groat Emperor.as much as he does that President [a 
contemptious way of refering tothe President of the Uni- 
ted States] is nothing less than to class the Middle King- 
dom with barbarous tribes, Such wild exaltation of himadf 
can only be relegated to subjects whick make one taugh.” 

‘This was in 1859, and if this single fact that tho 
Chinese believe themselves the only civilized people in 
the world, and ourselves and all other foreigners 
Varbarians, could be fairly brought home to the Briti 
and American people, it would produce a revolution in 
the viows entertained of Chi 

in Dr. Williams’ ‘Narrative of the American Em- 
basuy.to Peking in Jaly 1869" (Journal of the N.C. B. 
of the Royal Asiatic Society Vol. I, No. IIL.) occurs the 
following striking passage :— 

“These are great ch from former usages, and in or- 
der to explain them, it will be well to refer briefly to tl 
views entertained by the Chinese respecting the position 
of their sovereign: They suppose that all the human raco 
has boen placed under the authority of one head by buper- 


ior powers. ‘These powers, included under the comprelien- 
sive names of T'ien and Ti, or Heaven and Earth, hinve de- 
legated the direct control of mankind to the 
was and always {has been the Emperor of Ci 
alone who makes, with Heaven and Earth, the ‘rinity of 
i in, te. Heaven, Earth, and: Man, ‘The 
Ppositiun, therefore, of the Vi 
ordinate of Heaven, ani itis a solecism in the 
true subject of his throne to auppose or ad- 
mit ofa second Ta Hwangti. The claim to thee title has 
infact been waived since the earliest times by nearly all 
other Asiatic sovereigns in favor of thé Chinese. Rémusat 
observes, that all the ambitions, conquerors who have ar- 
jnen on the continent have regarded. their full' title to bo 
the soversign monarch’of the race as incomplete until they 
had obtained the throne of China.” vt 
‘From theee pasmges we may infer that th Chi 
would not roluntarily place themselves onan’ equality 
with foreign niations; and I think it may. be ‘safely as- 
rerted, that no Mandarin would dare to place before the 
Ewperor credentials for his siguature, which implied 
an equality which they have never yet recognized, ex- 
cpt uncer the persuasive infldences of overwhelming 
sgphysical' power. ‘The consequence isthat ‘the “pre- 
Reumption of accuracy i, in.wy opinion, “ii, favour of 
the unofficial translation, “although to be hoped 
that a copy of the origival ina ined and fue- 
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ther light thrown on the subject. - The qnertion in one 
which might well bo undertaken by the Chamber of 
Commerce, seeing that the Conxalar nuthorities cant 
scareely be expected to move in the matter. 

It in only fair however, to Dr. Williams and Mr. 
Hart, to state that they have both lately re-affirined. 
their adbosion to the accuracy of Mr. MeLeavy Brown's 
translation. 


Tam, &c., . 
JAMES. BARR ROBERTSON. 
Shanghai, 9th October, 1869. 


—— 


MR. OXENHAM’S JOURNEY FROM PEKING TO 
HANKOW. 

‘The following is roprinted hy the Hongkong Daily 
Press from: the official ‘account of the above, journey 
in the Blue Boo! 

* On Monday, 2ud of November, 1863, I left Pekin: 
and proceeded ont of the Chang-i-men gate,’ in the 
west wall of the Chinese city, when I passed thus ear- 
ly on my jonrney an inunmerable number ‘of carta, 
thered together in front of the inns, and almost 
locking up the road, were, to a certain degree, a pro- 
gnostication of the traffic which I was’ to meet coming 
up from ithe south along this—the great high road from. 
the svutl ° 
=" After leaving the city, a paved road led to nearly as 
far as the Sin-hon-ch’aay, a small walled town on the 
Peking side of the Hun-ho, and beyond which is the 
handsome bridge over that stream, and giving its name 
to thetown.’ On arriving at the opposite side, the 
direction Of the great road diverged towants the south, 
another but less important one proceeding due wevt 
towards the hills. ‘The importancesof the southern 
‘one soon became evident, its brealth being increased 
to double its former size. and along which’ numerous 
carts were slowly aud painfully toiling, often aix inches 
dleep in the sandy ruts with which the track was co: 
vered. The goods taken in these clumsy ani primitive 
vehicles, each drawn by its motley team of ponies, 
oxen, donkeys, and mutles, cousisted principally of co 
ton, oil, tea, ne, and grain for the metropolies, 
whilst ovcasional strings of coolies may be seeit carry’ 
ing the samo description of goods, aud proceeding 
quite as speedily, if not more so, than the cart. 

About fourteen miles from Peking, Ch'ang-hsing- 
tien in front, and on both sides of which stretched, as 
far as the eye’could reach, a large earthwork, intended. 
for the defence of capital. {could see nv. signs of 

ans, and a great part of it was overgrown with grass; 
fas very small amount of labour would soon put it 
into a cor mt to present a formidable obstacle to an 
enemy approaching from the south, 

+ Continuing my journey, Larrived in the evening at 
Tou-tien, having passed through Leong: hsing-hwien, 
small ruinous-looking place, remarkable for nothing 
but its wall. The country was very similar to that 
about Peking, the ticlds perhaps being rather amaller, 
nd the trees more numerous, Further south, the 
carrying trade scemed to be contined more exclusively 
to bales of cotton and cotton cloth, immense quantities 
of which from the south of Chibli were proceeding in 
carts or on camels, towards Pel ‘he road passed. 

al villages, but none of any itmportance, 
lisho, on the south side of which stream 
crossed by astone bridge of eleven arches, ani’ with 
handsome marble balustrades was the flourishing little 
town of th Tt consisted of a single street 
nearly a mile ip length, and was fully of prosperous 
shops. About thirteen miles’ from this the road led 
‘through Che.chow, a large town of the second ‘order, 
ssituated on the bank of a sinall river, flowing: towards 
the south-east. It had the appearance of beinga placo 
of considerable trade, and the streets were crowded 
with people, - Their great number was, however. ne- 
counted for by the fact, that a fair was going on at 
the time, it being the 19th of the Chinese month, 
Nevertheless, the unmerous and. well-kept shops at= 
tested a certain degree of prosperity; but there were, 
however, more peuple aud more traffiv tian the situ: 
tion of the conntry appeared to warrant. 

About a li from the southern suburbs of this town, 
the great road tu Shanti theauuth-castdiverged, 
caused an immediate diminution in thé number of carts 
and travellers, ‘fhe Hsi-shan were just visible from 
clear weather would be casily ‘dis- 
cernible, their «listance being about fifteen miles off. 
The couutry remained fiat as before, that the trees 
were nutuerous, and great stretches of cultivated plain 
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A slight change soon 
after took place, reedy and swampy. pisces impregnable 
to cultivation being frequent. This, however, did not 
long continue, and the usual fields soon reigned pre- 
eminent, continuing so as far as Pao-ting-fao, where I 
arrived on the evening of November 4. This, politi- 
cally important, city is situated in a plain, and about 
a mile to the south of a small river called the Chiao, 
To the west, about twelve miles distant, and dis- 
tinetly visible, are the Hei-shan, the environs of the 
Femaining quarters being the usual flat uninteresting 
country. Of natural defences the city seemed to pos- 
ses none; bnt strong, high, and thick walla were a 
sufficient defence aganst Chinese artillery: A small 
mud wall of recent construction surrounded the suburbs 
as also did a similar one some soldiers’ camps close 
under the north wall. The northern plain near the 
city was entirely uncultivated and covered with grass. 
On it were placed poles with flags flying on them, 
having inscribed the characters exhorting the local mi- 
litia to be prompt in the execution of their duty, and 
‘warning travellers to beware of the rebela. Commer- 
cially the place is of slight importance, and merits bat 
slight notice, .A small trade is carried on with Shan- 
i, whence come iron and coal; foreign cloths and 
other goods being in return. ‘Tke iron is manufactured 
into small iron ball, used to roll about in the band, 
which, together with pickles appear to be the single 
manufacture. I took the opportunity to pay a visit 
to the inside of the city wale, ud found the streets 
rather narrow after those of Peking, the appearance of 
the shops only betokening a slight amount of prospe- 
rity, and the population respectably numerous; but 
several bare spots inside the walls told their own tale. 
As the Rrovinelal capital it is the residence of a Go- 
yernor-General, a provincial Treasurer, a provincial 
Judge, and from this circumstance derives all its im- 
portance. 
may be added the constant passage of travellers to and 
froi between Peking and the south, In accordance 
with your Excellency’s instructions, I made every in- 
guiry about the rebels, who approached and were re- 
ported to have besieged this town in the winter of 
1867-68. As far as J could gather from people in the 
town and in the v , it appears that no actual 
bombardment of the city took place: the walls 
though old were everywhere in perfect repair; but 
that the enemy came Very near, 80 near as to cause 
great ap prehensions among the people, is true, their 
stanor Wroen tbe-walla. kekag'varioealy. given a5 tress 
two tofour miles. Engagements took place in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood between them and the Imperial 
troops, and they finally suffered a severo defeat at a 
place twenty li from the city, after which they fled to” 
wards the southéast. The country people in the neigh- 
bourhood had, however, suffe severely from their 
ravages, but less than from the reports spread abroad 
of their cruelty would be expected. In avine sinall vil-. 
lnges through which I afterwards passed, signs of the 
destruction wrought by their bauds were everywhere 
visible; doors and windows been torn off to make 
fires with, and holes had been knocked in the walls and 
roofs, but the hguses had in no cases been completely 
destroyed. Chinese villages are so universally ina di- 
Lapidated condition that, the damage attributed to re- 
Vels may sometimes be simply the result of the people's 
indolence and carelessuess, but here such was eviden- 
tly not the case. The inhabitants, I was told by an 
innkeeper whose inn bore signs of the destructien it 
had undergone, had all fled to the hills ou the ap- 
proach of the enemy, fearing outrage and death; 
80 that in this and some neighbouring places no lives 
had been taken; but further suuth, in places where the 
poople were unprepared, great atrocities had been com- 
mitted. Everyoue was agreed as to the large numbers 
‘of rebels, some saying they extended over sixty li coun- 
try, another that they were 200,000 strong ; and allow- 
ing somewhat for popular exaggeration, it seems evi- 
dent that they were a large aud formidable body. 
Their arms consisted of muskets and spears, but they 
had fow cannon in their possession. Everyone was also 
agreed upon the point that the Limperial troops were a8 
much to bedreaded by the populace as the rebels. 
‘They did not sla; is true; but pillage, robbery, and 
outrage marked their course. A people who bave as 
much to dread from their avowed foes as from their no- 
minal protectors are, indeed, in a pitiable condition, and 
the foreigner ceases to wonder at the continual out- 
breaks of rebellion. Something may be allowed to the 













































t every two miles, became | wild license and sav: 



















In addition to the trade 1 have mentioned, |- 





passions engendered by warin 
a times, but aconntry unable to 
restrain its own soldiery seems ripe for the sickel, 
‘The fields, however, had been even, where possible, 
untouched by the spoiler; long lines of willow trees still 
continue to border the roads; the long stretches of cul- 
tivated land still continue to reproduce themselves 
with monotonous uniformity ; and the first fruit troes, 
the heritage from happier times, still continue to orna- 
ment the gardens of the cottager ; and the tuns (brick 
towers erected every five li, and used to announce the 
approach of the foe) still remain undestroyed and ge- 


all countries and at 





‘nerally intact. In mentioning these tuns, it will 


necessary forme to bring'to your Excellency’s notice the 
remaining traces of that vastorganization which once 
streached through the length and breadth of this wonder- 
ful Empire. It still exists, though with decreasing vig- 
our. Ihave above stated the arrangement and useof the 
tun; in addition to these, at every three li, is erected 
a small house built of brick, and about 8 feet square; 
the face fronting the road is generally’ whitewashed, 
and on this is written, in the pict jue Chinese 
character, the distance from the nearest hsien, both to 
the north and the south, the name of the township 
this particular building belongs to, and the number, 
and residence of the thief-takers, watchmen, and police. 
By this means, if the performance equals the design, 

facilities are thus offered to the robbed or ben- 
ighted traveller. In addition to this, some attention 
—arising more from the economical laws of supply’ aud 
demand than from any care of the Government—i 
paid, if not to the comfort, at least to the wants of 
traveller. Every twenty li the thirsty’mule finds pails 
of water set across the road for his refreshment, and 
teahouses and inns, more or less dilapidated, abound 
in every village, : 

(To be continued. ) 








A NEAR CUT TO WESTERN CHINA. 


The Hongkong Daily Press says :—In reference to an, 


article recently extracted from the London Scoteman, 
with the above heading, the following valuable extract 
from aletter recently written by a Rangoon merchant 
to an important commercial house in London is pub- 
lished in that joarnal :— 
EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM A RANGOON MERCHAST. 
TO A FIRM IN LONDON, i. 
“Rangoon, March 28th, 1869, 
“The more { sce about Rangoon and Burmah gener: 
ally, the more I see that this will be the equal to 
Calcutta in the next eight or ten years, The immense 
advantage that this place possesses in a geographical 
point of view is as clear as the sun at noonday. Look at 
the immense distance from China to home. Should we 
penetrate Western China and re-open the old trade 
which has been abandoned since the rebellion of '54,, 
the distance would be reduced by one-third in the 
passage of our ships, as the whole trade would pour 
Iite Hangooa, the nearest port, Beside this, we would. 
nave the very high rate of premium we pay for i 
ace on all property to and frou China sad the rst 
which now prevails to China would be diminished by’ 
abandoning that route, and coming here todo bi . 
Rangoon possesses greater advantages over all 
rts, “Tho distance from the rivera Ir- 











‘East Indian 
rawady and Yang-tsze-Kiang is only 500 miles, while 
it is 1,500 miles to reach any other port on the east. 
‘The distance between the principal capital, Yunan, aud 
Bhamo is 250 miles. 

“ One river, the Irrawady, is very easy of access— 
easy and quite safe to navigate. No less than 600 
vessels, loaded with rice. cotton, cutch, timber, oil, 
hides, and horns, left it last year, an increaye of 78 
against 1867 ; total of{tons, 295,165. This river, which 
is like the Orinoco (Venezaela), from what I a 
in size and power, with the exosption of the rise ani 
fall, is25 miles from the sea, with a splendid fight 
house, so placed as to make the approaches Lo the 
river as easy at night as by day. : 

“1 will now give you the im 








rts, exports, popu: 


Intion, &c., of Rangoon principally, by which at one, 


glance you will see whether it is a place of great 
commercial importance or not, Then J will continue, 
a few brief notes jabout other matters. 1863: im: 

£5,200,000 ; exports, £4,760,000; value of th 





trade £9,950,987, which was S0 per cent increase’in 4 


Cost of public, works during that year, 


ten y a 
{ £248,535 ; sum from local’ funls, £5,420; Imperial 
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and land cash, £1,191,565; income received in cash 
in public works department, £5,742. 

“The provinces of Yunan and Szechuen contain » 
population of thirty millions of persons, and the i 
habitants (Chineso) themselves are much interested 
+o bring about the re-opening of the old trade routes 
between Bhamo and Western China, Thus, if we 
succeed in penetrating these, we will have the rich 
resources of China pouring into Rangoon—the near- 
eat port. 

“We have weekly steamers from Calcutta, carried 
on to Madras once a month, and alao monthly to the 
Straits. 

“This is the only province throughout India in 
which no progress has been made in railways. A 
project for one from this to Poona is now before the 
Government.”. To-morrow the new line of wire from 
this to Elephant Point begins :—a great thing for 
ships loading there.” 

[* Knocked on the head by Mr. Grant Duff's an- 
serer fs the House of Commons to Mr. Baines.—Ep. 








EFFECTS OF TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
WITH CHINA. 


(China Overland Trade Report. ) 

~The Hongkong Daily Press is s recent article re- 
views the probable effects of the iutroduction of the 
Telegraph to China, and deduces the conclusion that, 
however much the chavge may tend to the ultimate 
benefit of trade, it will, at least in its more immediate 
effects, be to the detriment instead of to the advantage 
of the China’ merchants. This view, though by uo 
means: encouraging, is unfortunatel 
correctness there can be but very little question. “Ex- 
perience has fully demonstrated that all improvements 
of nature go to the advantage af the Chinese 
traders, and under the existing state of things, against 
the interests of the foreign merchants. The principles 
of free trade, being brought into contact with those 
of exclusion, monopoly, and combination .can have no 
chance of success, and trade so conducted must steadily 
tend towards ousting the foreign merchants who are 
engaged in it. The more, therefore, the facilities for 
conducting itare increased, the more strength is thrown 
into the hands of those, who are by interest, by policy, 
and by inclination, the avowed oppencnts of Foreign 
rogress and foreign commerce. tt jis fact is suscept- 
ible of actual mathematical demonstration. All the 
facilities that are brought by foreigners to bear upon 
the China trade, are shared in, at least equally, by 
Chinamen ; while so far as the conduct of that portion 
of the trade, hitheto in the hands ofthe Chineso, 
concerned, the natives haveas complete a mastery ov: 
it now as they had in the old days, when they were de- 
pendent upon the foreign merchant for all that part of 
the business which partook in any degree of a foreign 
character. ‘They are now, for the majority of pur- 
poses, thoroughly independent of the foreigner ; and, 
‘without having recourse to his aid, are able to-avail 
themselves of all the facilities for shipment, for tin 
ancé, and for the details of business, which have beon 
worked up during the last quarter of a century. The 
result of this has been that they have been yearly 
coming greater adepts at working the-trade to their 
own advantage, and at gradually bringing it to auch a 
poiut that the foreign merchant can hope to 
Sonduct his trade to-any profit, and that, tho utinost 
he can ‘look to is to convert, a8 gracefully as he can, his 
old independent trade into a ‘commissipn business on 
Dehalf of the too well favoured Chinese} As amatter 
of fact, it is considered in well informed quarters that 
the soundest and moat reliable business that can now 
be conducted in China is that of. comnbission ugents, 
aud the history of places such as the Levant, . where 
traditig relations, similar to those existing here have 

é lished: goes far to. abow thal this Kiad of 
is destined to become almost }be sole trade 
it will be possible to carry on in these parts. Such 
at least” seems certain to be the caso| unless some 
change ini the present unsatisfactory trading rela- 
tions be effected. Tor this end, $he advent of 
the Telegraph must very materially conlince. {t is a 
further and a very large addition to | the facilities 
shared with the Chinese, and against which we have 
nothing that can be looked upon as a reciprocal advan- 
tage from them. Blincing Lane will be, tact, brought 
to Hongkong, Foochow and Shanghai; and such being 





















the case, it may be,taken for grauted that the Chincee | 





one , of whose | 








will make arrangements such aa will practically amount 
to selling their Teas in London. They will become 
acquainted with every flactuation inthe Home Market 
the moment it, has taken place;’ and against every rise, 
or every aymptom of a rise at home, a combination of 
native tradera will be formed here auch an cannot fail 
to obtain the uttermost advantage that is to be derived 
from it, Similar results are of course to be looked for 
with respect to the Import trado, and so closely will 
the foreign merchant be driven, that it is impossible to 
sce how he can expect to do business to a profit, when 
he has to deal with a set of men, who know all that 
can be known about the Home Trade, and who rigidly 
exclude him from the interaal and local traffic, One 
further effect onthe Trade will be produced, which it 
may be hoped will tend to bring about a reaction. 
While the Chinaman will become more and more in- 
dependent of the foregin merchant here, the Home 
merchant will, by transmitting orders by telegram, 
also in great measure preetically take his place; and 
when he discovers, as he undouhtedly will, that, even 
though he be able to communicate hourly with China, 
he is still unable to conduct his business otherwise 
than toa loss, be may per be disposed to cease 
abusing the “reckless China Trader,” and to recognise 
that the ‘*unsoundness* in the China Trade rexult, 
not from any peculiarities of the persons engaged 
in it, but simply from the enormous power which is 
thrown into the hands of the Chitiese by the pecaliar 
nature of our trading relations, by which the native 
traders are able to avail themselves of all the fs 
ities we bring, while they still carefully exclude us 
from the.country, and rigidly set themselves agait 
admitting any competition in that porti 
traffic which tkey have the exclusive privilege 
carrying on, and which they combide to conduct to 
their own advantage, and to the detriment of the 
foreign merchant. 














OPIUM SMUGGLING. ° 
(Hongkong Daily Press.) 

‘The article which was extracted yesterday from the 
S.C. &C, Gazette, on the peculiar form of opium smug. 
gling which has latterly sprung up in Shanghai, places 
the matter in a very ugly light for those en in 
this questionable traffic, and it may be hoped that it 
will Lave the effect of putting an end to a practice 
which certainly must seem, at least to persons at a dis- 
tance, to lay the Model Settlement open to some of the 
worst charges, that have ever been made against it. 
At the same time, it is only justice to point out that 
the article in question places “the matter in the very 
strongest point of view in which it can be regarded as 
against those who are concorned in it; and that the pro- 
Bability is they do not consider themselves to be doing 
anything more than they are fairly’ entitled to do by 
their treaty rights. ‘The question is one of those un- 
fortunately involved and vexed problems, which re- 
sult from the ynuousness and dishonesty of the 
Chinese officials; who, not content with the legitimate 
independence secured to them hy the Treaty, endeav- 
our, on every occasion, to stretch their authority to 
the extent of stultifying the provisions made for the 
fair protection of foreign trade and interests. Repulsive 
as tho idea must be to all right thinking Europeans, 
it really often scems with respect to subjects of this 
nature, that their only solution is to be found upon 
the principle that two blacks in some instances do ma- 
kea white. At least such is the practical issue to 
which they must be brought, except foreigners are to 
place themsolves on every occasion in the absurd posi- 
tion, too often adopted, of aiding the Chinese in the 











very arrangements which are directly turned against 
th 





quer’ right, The matter at present andor con- 
sideration may be briefly stated aa follows. By Treaty, 
an Import, Duty of Tis. 30 a chest is agreed to on 
opium ; and tho Chinese have the right to levy what- 
ever local or transit dues they may consider it fit to 
impose, contrary. to the rule applying to the other im- 
ports, in virtue ofthe Transit Dues clause. Upon the 
strength of this, they take two steps—the one ques- 
tionable, the other undoubtedly a breach of Treaty 
provisions. First, they lovy a double duty” actually in 
the foreign settlement, where the opium is imported ; - 
and, secondly, they levy it in sich a manner that they 
produce what is practically a monopoly of the Tradein 
the hands of one or two Guilds. On the question whe- 
ther the levy of the extra Tls. 30 in the Settlement ie 
justitiable, depends that of,whether aiding tho Chinese 
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in evading the payment can in any way be defended ; 
from the undoubted unjustitiableness of the monopoly 
system, it results that, whatever may be held with re- 
epect to the first point the Chinese cannot obtain any 
redress in English, aud, presumably, in most foreign, 
tribunals. 

With regard tothe first point itself, it must be con- 
fessed that there scems to be room for considerable ar- 
gument. Making the widest allowance for the peculiar 
tystem of levying duties in force among the Chinese, 
toe very least that a stipulation by Treaty for a given 
import duty at a given port ean be held to provide, is, 
that the payment of that duty franks the article for 
sale at the port where it is landed ; and the imposition 
«fan additiodal duty before it is allowed to be there 
sold, would certainly seem a distinct violation of the 
provision. It would not be too much also to assume that 
the payment of an Import Duty, at a given port, would 
frank the goods to a reasonable distance around it; as 
without taking this view, the stipulation with regard 
to the Duty is simply meaningless, seeing that it fixes 
no amount whatever, aud leaves the Chinese free to 
Tevy, at the port of entry, any sum they please. Whe- 
ther'they levy it in one amount, or in two, is of little 
consequence in its practical results. 

It may be fairly presumed that those who have en- 
tered upon the traffic, have come to,the conclsion that 
the tax which they aid the Chinese in evading, is an 
illegal one; but, even supposing this to be the case, it 
can bardly Le Leld that they are justified in aiding the 
natives to evade it. Atall events, in doing so, they 
place themselves in a 3 questionable position, es- 
pecially when then the Opium is not their bona: fide 
property, but is only so called with the express abject 
of evading alevy. Ifthe tax were made upon their 
own property, their proper course 
went the matter to their authorities, and have it re- 
medied; though, unfortunately, it must be confessed, 
‘experience shows in an ordiuary way, they wouldfiave 
Tittle chance of redress in that manner. But it can 
hardly be held that a foreigner is justified in lending 
his name ¢ 1, 80.28 to make the ownership 
of the goods appear different from what it really is, 
when the come, opium, is that with rexpect to which 
the spirit of the ‘Treaty was not to place any limit on 
the powers of the Chinexe to tax it as they like, With 
regard to other foreign Imports, where the foreigner, 
hy payment of a transit due, purchases the distinct 
Tight to have the gowls conveyed to any part of tho 
country free of other tax, without reference to whether 
they belong to Chinese or to foreiguers, the matter 
certainly stands morally, though perhaps not legally, 
on a different basis, Although aman of au upright 
and truthful disposition may feel that it isa questio 
Ule thing for him to declare himself the owner of gonds. 
which do not bona fide belong to him, still the offence 
in of a venial natnre, if is designed not to evade a law, 
Dut to prevent a wrong. . 

In either cas the Chinese authorities place them: 

in the saine position; ax, whether the local due 
30 can be justifiably levied on Opium or not, 
‘no queation that the mode in which itis levied 
fringement of the Treaty, aud they cannot, 
therefore, claim the protection of the consular and 
judicial authorities to aid them in carrying out what is 
‘a wrong ou their own part. It may be hoped that the 
it lead to a 
















































and transit dues, which, under present arrangements, 
cannot but be a source of repeated trouble and annoy- 
ance. 


RUSSIAN ENCROACHMENTS ON JAPAN. 
(Japan Times.) 

‘The following important intelligence from our cor 
respondent in Hakodate is worthy of the serious at- 
tention of the Foreign Ministers. There is not the 
Teast room for suspicion of the source whence it was 
derived, nor can the facts be denied ; the designs of 
Russia upon Yezo have long been known, and as for 
the present move being consequent upon the recent 
inevitable disorganization of the government of Japan 
dy civil war, this was confessed aud even boasted of. 
Our correspondent writes :— 

ist, 1869. 
inst. from 


Hakodate, 23 Au; 
sue neta of a vessel on the 231 Piss 
s lien places me in ion of accounts of the 
Frat rocedt movements of the Muscians on tho uland. 
‘Two years sgo they occupied a. settlement in Salmon 








vould be to repren: 








Cove, a large Bay inidending its southern shores, at a 
distance of forty miles to the South Hast of which li 
the town or village of Bussie, a_considerable fishing 
station, inhabited by Inos under Japanese rile. Upon 
the pretext that iil 

recoguizableclaim to legal possession, a Russian force of 
about 200 men, with guns, ammunition and provisions, 
was landed there some two months ago, barracks were 
at once erected. with all the easy ingenuity characteris. 
tie of practised ion, and Russia now stands 
overlooking the La Perouse Straits from a fine harbour 
to which she has the same legal rightas Ahab had to 
Naboth’s vineyard. 

“From this harbour, at a distance not exceeding 
that which separates Dover and Calais, the northern 
shores of the Island of Yezo are clearly distinguish- 
Ble, and the lust of the heart has become the lust. of 
the eye to a power which makes no pretence to the in- 
fluence of moral restraint when it’ can extend its ter- 
ritory by any means, fair or foul, ‘Ihe real Naboth's 
vineyard in this case, without possession of which all 
the vast territories Russia holds in Northern Asia, 
still leave her heart heavy and displeased, is the fair 
Island of Yezo. Daring the past few years, since the, 
treaty made by Lord Flgin with Japan has forced the 
English, French and American naval powers 90 mucl. 
into these seas, the Russians have gradually relaxed 
their pretensions to and their hold on thia island. ‘The 
large establishment formerly maintained at this port 
has never been renewed since it was burnt down some’ 
few years ago; the able and accomplished man who 
was formerly Russian Consul here has been replaced 

















“by astudent interpreter of equally extraordinary de- 


ficiencies, and uo traces now exist of the large Russian 
fleet which, in winter time ally, resorted to. this 
harbour. But the convulsions at Yedo which havo 
nearly been fatal to Japan have revived the old hopes, 
of Russia and induced her to approach toa point on 
Saghalicn from which, with one bound, she can at 
any time clutch her intended prey. She knows well 
enough that internal dissension in Japan has reduced 
its resisting power to a wivimum. After a sleep uf 
six hundred years,’ the revived Mikadoate is notlikely to 
De very successful in rallying at once round its standard. 
the forces of the empire, which revolution has sent 
flying in all directions from the uncertain centre of- 
gravity which kept them together, and the moment is 
propitious forthe cetablishment of a purpose delayed, 

ut never lost sight of. 3 

“Tt remains to be seen what protest will be inade by 
the great European powers against these intentions 
and these steps, of the direction of which it is impos- 
sible to doubt.” 


























THE- HOME PAPERS ON CHINA AFFAIRS. 
(London amt China Herald. ) 

The Star has always been known as a paper in which 
Mr. Bright took much interest, aud since his accept- 
auce of office it has been his recognised organ. Its 
editorial staff has lately been augmented, and a greatly 
improved tone imparted to its columns generally, 
Indeed it seems to be taking the wind out of the sails 
of the Daily Nets. iS 

Since our last issue, the Star has ventured an articlo 
on China, and another on Japan, From its relation 
to Mr. Bright, and his intimate connection with com- 
merce, the views expressed in these articles are worthy 
of attention, not because of their intrinsic value, but 
becanse of the exposition they contain of the views of 
Government (who clearly leave these matters to Mr. 
Bright), oa the topics which are of parainuunt intorest 
to our renders. * 

The article on China is an advocacy of the wild iin: 
practicable scheme of opening the Weste rn provinces 
to trade, by means of railways through British India 
and Burmah. We are gravely informed that theaure 
and certain mode vi thwarting Russian aggression in 
Central Asia is to establish tratel communications on 
the Western Frontier of China, How that can be dons 
without the employment of a powerful protective force, 
it is not even hinted at—to the employment of such 
force uo one will object more strongly than Mr. Bright, 
and in its absence, we think it would be difficult to de- 
oe aplan more suited to the development of Russian. 

fey ayaa e es on 
rele fe next Iaid down that a railway “ through Bur- 
mab tothe Ubinese frontier, would securo for .us at 
once the entire trade of the South West provinces, and 
would ultimately, in all probability, diyert the great: 
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or portion of the tralfic which now is forced to seek an 
outlet in the ports of Hongkong and Shanghai, to the 
nearer harbours of “British India, and rolieve oar mer- 
chantmen frum the long and perilous navigation of the 
China Seas.” 
‘At the present moment merchandise ean be convey- 
2 from Manchester to Hankow for about £4 per ton. 
kow stands nearly in the centre of China, and 
‘ater commuinieation provided by nature 
which leads still farther inland, in at least three diree- 
tions. The Star proposes to supersede our maritime 
ascendancy by the construction of railways of thous- 
ands of miles over unknown rivers, mountains and 
deserts, with the prospect of competing with an ex- 
isting, carrying trade, which actually conveys 
from our manufacturing districts into the heart of China 
at the rate of a quarter of a farthing per ton per mile, 
and would carry them still further, if the Mandarins 
swonld permit it, 

After this bold suggestion we are treated with a 
little hyperbole. We are seriously instructed, “that 
the improved state of feeling which the new policy 
inaugurated by Lord Clarendon bas brought about 
between England-and Chiva should render it an easy 
matter for us to gain the goodwill of the local Man- 
darins, if the authority of the Pekin Government is 
once more recognised in Yunan.” 

‘Why surely the authority 
is recognised between Tientsin and the capital, and 
yetit was more than the Pekin Government could do 
to give Mr, Burlingame a safe passage between those 
places when he was despatched on his mission “of 
ponce’and:progress! ‘The same authority must surely 
prevail in the producing districts of China, or how 
could the Pekin Government collect the 2) per cent. 












‘the Pekin Governmeht 








transit duty.for itself, which is imposed in. addition 


tothe fees and tolls for which by treaty it was to 
form a commutation ? ‘ 
It is waste of timo and space to multiply refut- 
ations to the erratic prospect set: forth, but it does 
seem strange that tradat facilities deliberately ne- 
gotiated for, aud amply secured by, solemn treaties, 
should be ‘abandoned by those who start projects, 
which in their very inception require the removal of 
the impraticable obstructiveness which they ignore, 
hut which now impedes and repels thé obligations 
entered into for that development of commercial rela- 
tions, which they set themselves up to be the sd- 
tes and exponents of. . 
‘he Standai poiuts out that if civilised negotiation 
with China could in any case lead to useful results, 
Mr. Burlingame ought, at auy rate as far as the Chineso 
were concerned, to have been triumphant. He ar- 
ranged a convention, which was perhaps valueless en- 
ough to the civilised’ world, but which, at all events, 
‘onght to have been cousidered favourable in its tone 
to the Chinese, and must have ‘been so considered by 
them, if only they could have comprehended their own 
place in the family of nations, the necessities of the 
nineteenth century. and the objects of international 
intereourse. | But this is exactly what they have failed 
to do, The Chinese Government stands on too low 
an intellectual level to negotiate with the other Go- 
‘yernments of the world. It is on s0 low a level that 
it is unconscious of its own inferiority. It it no more 
amenable to reason in the hands of its best friends 
than in those of its worst enemies. Lord Clarendon, 
in dealing with the Chinese ambassador, went on the 
assumption that his presence among us (vas conclusive 
proof of the theory that the Chinese had awakened to 
& perception of the necessity which existed. of drawing 
closer thai before the houds which tnited them  witl 





























other uations. People who comprehend the situation 
tried to assure him that no such advance was being 
nade in reality, that the ‘appointment of Mr. Bur- 


jingamo was simply mudein the hope of keeping off 
the foreign Powers, and of resisting Ry a new device 
‘the advances of European diplomatists at Pekin. All 
such assurances were in vain. Lord Clarendon would 
he a dupe; aud persisted in putting his own construc- 
tion on events. It is to be hopad now that he will be 
enabled to see how completely he was made the victim 
of a delusion. r : 








MISSIONARTES IN CHINA. 
(London & China Herald.) 
Wey mopose that the Duke of Somersét’s anthority 
fut the scandal on the foreign residents af Shanghai 
which his Grace gave utterance to in the House of 








Loris, must have visited that port, Tho Times, 
in its fonuocof tho Ith inet. pablishon » lettre over the 
aature of “Veritas,” dated shanghai, June 10, which 
is atiasue of libels on Protestant Missionaries in Chi- 
nagenerally. ‘They are described ax “‘the sleek, typical, 
umfer-edacated class, who are represented in E gland 
by the Bible readers and lecturers in the amall Sanday 
school rooms uf the provincial towns.” ‘They are stated 
to find themselves in China, “to their utter astonish- 
ment, almost political agents, in obstinate detiance of the 
requests of theirown Gaverninent, ani with arrow: 
minded bigoted prejadtice against the people they come 
to-convert.” After describing in glowing colours the 
hard devoted life which the Koman Catholic Mi 
ries lead, the anonymous censor thus proceeds to 
ont the contrast which “Protestant Missionaries pres- 
ent:—"'The comfortable bungalow of the worthy mis- 
nary, on a hill to catch the least air from the sonth- 
west monsoon, with his mosquito curtain and his Chi- 
na logs, his well-stocked table and full cellar, his con- 
venticle not a stones’ throw from the house—probably 
his wife and children (the last certainly above the pro- 
postion usually allotted to men)—perfect immunity- 
from all personal danger, with the inevitable gunboat 
under his windows.” et 
As for their doctrines he avers “they succeed in 
raking the mision of and mercy an eternalcause, 
of atrife and bloodshed.” And as for their “fruit” he 
declares that “of all the rascals that infest Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, or Canton,’ few exceed in villany” the na- 
tive converts to Christianity. 
‘The Rev. G. E. Moule inserted a very becoming re- 
i 2 of the 19th.; he quote the names of 
Medhurst, the Struneck’s, Drs. Lock- 
Wylie, Edkins, and Muirhead, 
lissionary Society, as guarantees 
trictures. On the 








































Mil 
hart. aid Hobson, 
all belonging to on: ry 
for the wild unjustice of **Veritas’” st 

of the Church Missionary Society, to which Mr. 








Nroule belongs, he repudiated the charges in toto, and 
he leaves other missionary societies, whom he alleges 
t he “fully equal” to these two to deal awith theacan- 
dal on them. as they tay deer fit. x Pi 

“Veritas” bases his knowledge of the facts he ad- 
ances'on an experience derived from'a three years’ re- 
sidence. It were waste of time and temper to argue 
with an anonymous libeller ten thousand miles off, but 

declare in the cause of truth, that, after thirts 

years’ residence in China,.the picture which *Veritas” 
Graws is perfectly now to us. We have always disap- 
proved of free trade in. China missions, because any 
discourses on Christianity not classically conducted are 

ply tantamount to what we in England know as 
‘nigger” sermons. We think, however, that thé weak 
pane of Ruman Catholic Missions in China are celi-, 

xy aud mendicaney, which depress the priests to the 
status of native bonzes, adegradation which Protestant 
missionaries avoid by assuming that air of respecta- 
batty which “Veritas” so greaty exaggerates and de: 
rides. 

As far as onr own testimony cerned, we un- 
hesitatingly pronounce ‘ Veritas” strictures, a8 in= 
correct and inapplicable. ‘The. Mandarins have never. 
objected to the introduction of Christianity on the 
serious groumls which ‘* Veritas” urges. On the con- 
trary Tseng-kwo-fan himself pronounces it harmless 
and unlikely to proselytize except amongst tire poor, 
for the temporary benefits derived by. feigned conver- 
sion. The literati certainly out-libel  Veritas,”. for 
they persuade the people that. the missionaries tear 
out the eyes.of living children, for the purpose of por: 
forming incantations, and boil the bodies for oil to 
“burn in magic lanterns. ‘The people in Spain the othar 
day neatly killed 9a English lawyer because bo wns snp 
pred to bo in search of the tat of children to grease 
telegraph wires. ‘The poor people in Spain and in 
China are deluded by designing men, ‘who havo'an ob- 
ject in'misleading.’ “t Veritas” in the samo way secks 



































to delude the rewlers of the Times, but we should hope 
that an insulficiency of ignorance will defeat. his par 
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COMMERCIAL. 
Suaouat, Friday Evening, 15th October, 1860. 
Inrorts.—We have had an exceedingly dull week for 
Cotton gooils, transactions in Shirtings have been very 
small and at doclining prices. T-Cloths and English Drills 
maintain their price fairly. but with the exception ofa, 
slight enquiry at low rates for Camlets and Sp, Stripes 
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other goods have been almost untouched. We quote Grey 
Shirtings, 7ibs. Tla. 2.0.2 4 2.0.5, 8}lbs. Tis. 2.2.0 a 22.5; 
‘T-Cloths, 6lbe. Tis. 1.4.5 41.6.5, 7ibs. Tis, 1.6.8 ¢ 1.9.0, 
Sibs, The. 2.0.5 2 2.1.5, English Drills Tis. 3.6.5 a 3.8.0, 

Woollens.—The water in Hankow was subsiding rapidly 
by last acoounta, and some descriptions of Woollens were 
in slightly better request, but prices current there were no 
higher, and in some cases decidedly lower than those 
ruling here; Long Ells particalarly were nearly a mace 
below our quotations. On this market we quote Long Ells 
Scarlet Ts. 6.1.0 @ Tis, 6.2.5, Assorted Tis. 6.2.0 a Tis. 
6.3.5; Sp. Stripes Tle. 0.5.7 @ Tis. 0.5.8 and CamletsS.S. 
Tis. 12.04 Tis. 12.5. 

TEA.—Black: The amount of business actually trans- 
sacted during the pant even days has not been large, the 
reported figures representing much that was done several 
days before but not publicly declared. There has been an 
indisposition shown to operate in the face of an uncertain 
export—uncertain as to whether it will not quote equal, 
‘or even exceed that of last year—but certain that under 
any circumstances it cannot be other than the veriest trifle 
under it. This might have been forescen weeks back, and 
how it was not is indeed difficult tc realise. The rango 
of price of the past week is Tis. 17} @ Tis. 23, Why var- 
ious purchases should in some cases appear at one tael per 
picul under the prices actually given (and perfectly well 
known to people in the market) is somewhat strange. The 
stock is large, viz. 55,000 chests, and every steamer from 
the river adds to it. 

Green: A large business has been transacted, and to 
put a great deal into a small space the thing ia being alto- 
gether overdone for both America and England, and as 
nearly the whole of the Tea over medium class is proving 
romunerato, there is no ‘guarantee that we shall not re- 
ceive a big total for the season. The natives are being 
rapidly relieved of the risk and responnibility of holding 
their produce and are eager to obtain facilities for repeat- 
ing their already Inrge operations. The stock is 55,000 
4 chests, and important arrivals from Kiukiang are daily 
looked for. 

‘S1Lx.—The mail steamer which left on Wednesday morn- 
ing took 986 bales, but a considerable quantity is being 
shipping round the Cape to meet the Spring demand, six 
vessels in port have about 800 baleson bourd. Settlements 
since the mail have been 300 balis at previous rates, The 
stock does not exceed 4,500 bales and much of it is being 
held for higher rates, no signs of weakness being shown. 
Rates in theinterior are atill high, and as over 60 per cent 
of the crop has already heen sent away, there seems small 
chance of a lower range of prices. 

Orium.—There being but a slack demand for Malwa the 
market opened at Tis. 495, which remains to-day’s rate. In 
Bengal drug there is no change, though the rate ruling is 
New Patna may be quoted at Tis. 435 and Old 














SHANGHAI SHIPPING, 


AnntvaLs.—October 9th, Tycho Brahe, str., Liverpool ; 
Nyassa, Neweastle W.8.w. ' ith, Seringupatam, Foocho 
loia, Newcastle x. 8.W.; Manchu, str., Tientsin; Rose, 
Noagnsuki. 12th, Guatar, Fuochow; ‘Aurora Au 
Foochow. lath, Albion, str., Hongkoneg: Sunda, 
Hongkong; Kiu’ Shu, str., Newchwan on,” 81 
Newehwang ; Fusi-yama, atr., Nag Venus, str., 
Hongkong; Alaska, Foochow.’ 14th, Racer, Newal 
Spray, Nagasaki; Maria Miles, Hiogo; Aarhuus, Takodad, 
Inth, Portland, Noweaalle Wa we Tudeh, Newchwang: 
Formona, str., Yokohama; Sto-hiuen, atr., Tientsin; St. 
Mary, Foochow. 


Grose und Nashden Ni 
and Mathilde, 
10th, Anne, Taiwan ; 
York, str., Nagasaki, Hi 
J2th, Yuen-tze-fei, atr., Cl 
















Sth, Orissa, str, Nagasaki; 
stages: Lucifer, who, 
‘Resolution, Hongkong. Lith, New 
, Ke; Guaymaas, Newchwang. 
efoo and Tientain; Shunae, sy 
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‘Tientsin via Chefoo; Scorpion, #14 G B, Cruise; Anne Mur. 
ia, Hiogo. 13th, Malacca, atr., Hongkong; Chloris, Now- 
chwang; Siam, Svatow elie, ikxeatach., lth, 
hs,’ str., 


Na Babuyai, Newchwang; 
Renters, Nea Nacoton, Bo kong; Gladlatenr, 
Newchwang. 16th, Venus, str., Hong! 





LATEST QUOTATIONS. : 
Smacuar, October 16th, 1869, 


Grey Snintincs—5§ Catty, 
ival 











24.04 245 
16.84 1.9.0 
6100 6.2.5 
6.2.00 6.3.5 


0.5.74 0.6.0 





EXOHANGE :— 
‘Ox Loxpox.—Bank 6m/s. 6s. O}d. 
Credits, 6m/s. 6s. 04-34. 
Bills with doct., 6m/s. Gs. 1d. 
Ox Panis.—Credits, 6nu/a., Fes. 7. 
Documentary. Do. 
Ow Caxcurra.—Bank 3 ds 
sight, Rs. 302 pe per 100 
Ox Bosnay.—Bank 3 days 
tight, Ta. 302 per 100 Tacls, 
Ox Hoxcxosc.—Bank 3 d/s. 24} dinct. 
Private, 15 d/s. Bd, 
BULLION 


Gouv Bans, Pekin.—Tls. 168.75 per Tis. 10 weight. 
Mexrcax Doutars.—Taels 78.50 


per Teel. 





624d. 
Fes, 7.65 


‘aels, 























Carotus Do, Taels SO 

Correr Casit.—1,530 per Tael. 
FREIGHTS 

To Loxpox.—Tea £2. 


ee TABLE.—WOOSUNG. 




















Time Weer Fi ¢ ; 
Date. HL on # Wind Pe ald ced 

Wee Bar. gS of 8 

f 
9 LW “aa 11.20 4{10)... b leoaers 
QHW rx 2.52 Bill]...¢ 30.16 74 
10 LW) aw 11: 11 Qft0). 0 30.1474 
IOHW Pa 3. 3] S]---0 30.1374 
WLW ‘aa IL. 4} 5)... b 30.1973, 
11 HW Pox 4 5] b 30.2571 
12 LW jr.x 2| 6)... b 30.0973, 
12 HW Px 2} 6)...» 30.04 71 
13 HW ia 2)92|-.£ 30.0268 
13 LW Pat’ 3) 4[-".0 30.0372 
14 AW ae 5} 2\-"" b 30.07 68 
WLW Pr 5] 30.0573 
15 HW am 5| 3) 30.1472 
LW iy pS 5) 31°. b 30.1575 
i | | | 








; F. Force (1 to 12—estimated): X. Extreme force : Q. 








Explanation. 








quarter whence eztreme force . E.=1 to 32= 
N.): H. Hours of Rain: T. Init Blue sky; e. 
clouds (detached) ; f. fog; h. hai itning ; m. 
misty (hazy) ; 0. overcast (dul}) ; r. rain; 2. snow >t 
hunder ; Z. calm. 
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